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From  the; 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Brannan  Discusses  Grain  Storage 


October  1,  1948 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Secretary  Brannan  discussed  with  grain  and  feed  dealers  in  Chicago  this 
afternoon  the  problem  of  providing  more  grain  storage. .both  to  meet  emergen- 
cies such  as  this  year,.., and  to  return  to  an  ever-normal  granary. 

The  Secretary  said  that  the  Department  is  investigating  this  problem,  upon 
recommendation  of  the  advisory  committee . under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 
In  this  study,  it  is  trying  to  find  out  first  to  what  extent  existing  farm  and 
commercial  storage  facilities  for  grains,  feeds,  and  seeds  are  adequate.  The 
next  step  is  to' develop  the  right  kind  of  program  to  meet  the  need, 

Mr.  Brannan  also  reviewed  other  RMA.  projects  dealing  with  grain  and  live- 
stock.    (Copy  of  talk  available  upon  request.) 


Actions  on  Com  Crop 

USDA  made  two  important  announcements  this  week  related  to  this  year's 
record  corn  crop  of  3.5  billion  bushels. 

For  farmers  here  at  home,  the  Department  announced  corn  loan  rates  for  the 
»48  crop,  ranging  by  counties  from  $1.34  to  $1,63 'a  bushel. . . .and  averaging 
$1.44  nationally.     Purchase  agreement  rat,,s  for  the  '48  crop  ronge  from  4=1.34 
to  $1.66  a  bushel. 

And,  in  anticipation  of  the  record  crop,  it  announced  export  allocations  of 
19  million  bushels  for  the  October-December  quarter. 

November  Plentiful  Foods 

USDA *s  "plentiful  foods"  list  for  November  adds  winter  pears  and  oat  prod- 
ucts....but  drops"  sweetpotatoes,  canned  apricots,   canned  apples,  canned  citrus 
"juices,  and  canned  tomato  products  from  the  October  list. 

Products  to  be  given  special  push  are  cranberries,  tree  nuts,  and  carrots. 

The  foods  on  the  November  list  are  expected  to  be  plentiful  through  most 
of  the  U.S  and  to  offer  a  better  bargain  than  less  plentiful  foods! 
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Prospects  for  Egg  Prices 

Although  BAE's  price  report  (see  p.  4)  showed  eggs  at  Q9%  of  parity  as  of 
Sept.  15,  PMA  statisticians  point  out  that  for  the  year  to  date,  the  price  of 
eggs  at  the  farm  figures  just  a  shade  over  9Of0  of  parity.    With  support  buying 
running  into  October. ...  and  with  a  normal  seasonal  upturn  to  be  expected. .the 
statisticians  think  that  prices  will  hold  around  the  required  level  of  parity 
for  the  rest  of  the  year. 


Cotton  Sidelights 

Through  Sept.  23,  about  208,000  bales  of  cotton  had  been  put  under  CCC  loans 
.....and  an  additional  141,000  bales  were  in  the  process  of  being  put  under  loan. 

This  week,  USDA  announced  that  no  marketing  quotas  will  be  proclaimed  for 
the  T49-50  marketing  year  ('49  crop). 

Tobacco  Meetings 

Oct,  11,  a  meeting  is  scheduled  here  in .Washington  for  representatives  of 
marketing  associations  handling  loan  programs  for  dark  tobacco  to  discuss  loan 
rates  by  grades,  contracts  with  warehousemen  and  re-driers,  pricing  policies, 
etc.    A  similar  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Burley  co-ops  Oct.  15-16. 

TV  Set  Figures 

Television's  progress  in  the  last  year  is  reflected  in  the  following  figures 
on  receiving  set  production  for  the  first  8  months  of  this  year,  compared  with 
the  same  months  in  f47:  : 


■  Adding  in  some  196,000  sets  made  during  all  of  last  year,  and  taking  into 
account  those  built  before  that  time,, we  arrive  at  a  figure  of  nearly  650,000 
sets  built  by  the  first  of  September,  1948.     Incidentally,  these  figures  were 
arrived  at  through  a  formula  in  use  by  our  RMA  Television  Research  Project. 

Rural'  Youth  USA  Meet  Oct.  14-17 

Rural  Youth  USA.... an  organization  embracing  4-H,  Vo~Ag,  and  other  youth 
groups  in  the'  rural  field, ....is  meeting  at  the  Jacksonfs  Mill  4-H  Camp  in  West 
Virginia,  Oct.  14-17, 


Janua  ry 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 


Total 


1947 
5,980 
6,878 
7,302 
8,674 
9,559 
12,632 
11,007 
13,511 
75,273 


USDA  Potato  Support  Purchases 

..Prom  the  September  Crop  Report,  PMA  estimates  a  total  potato  surplus  this 
season  of  about  60  million  bushels. 

Through  Sept.  20,  Government  purchases  of  '48  crop  potatoes  under  the  price- 
support  operations  ran  32,2  million  bushe Is. . . .and  cost  $54  million,  including 
transportation  and  handling0 

PMA  reports  useful  outlets  for'all  the  potatoes  bought  so  far.    About  a  mil- 
lion bushels  were  delivered  (without  cost)  to  schools  and  other  public  institu- 
tions for  direct  consumption.     Most  of  the  rest  have  gone  to  commercial  outlets 
at  greatly  ..reduced  prices  to  be  converted  into  potato  flour  and  starch,  livestock 
feed,  and  alcohol. 

No -potatoes  have  been  dumped  so  far,,, and  from  the  outlook  at  the  moment, 
none  will  be, 

ECA  Authorizes  $1  Billion  for  Farm  Products 

Through  Sept.  22,  the  Economic  Cooperation  Administration  issued  procurement 
authorizations  for  $930  million  of  food  and.  agricultural  products  for  countries 
getting  ECA  aid.    Authorizations  for  food  and  agricultural  products,  rounded  to 
the  nearest  million  are:  ...  •    .  • 


Wheat 

$327 

Vegetables  and  preparations  .  . 

$  14 

.97 

Fruits  and  nuts  except  peanuts 

12 

2 

Sugar  and  related-  products     .  . 

15 

Coarse  grains  and^ products 

.17 

Miscellaneous  food  products  .  . 

7 

17 

150 

Other  grain  preparations.  . 

3 

36 

Dairy  products  ...... 

45 

Oilcake,  meal,  feed, • fodders.  . 

16 

.  2 

23 

Fats  and  oils  (including 

4 

oilseed)  ........ 

78 

Countries  participating  in  this  .program  are:    Austria*  Belgium,  Bizone  Ger- 
many, China,  Denmark,  France,  French  Zone  Germany,  Greece,  Italy4  Netherlands, 
Norway,  Trieste,  and  United  Kingdom^  •  ■ 

»■  » 

UNESCO  Developments 

At  the  U.S.  UNESC0_  Commission  meeting  in  Boston  this  week,  Milton  Eisenhower 
(former  USDA  Director  of  Information  and  now  President  of  KSAC  in  Kansas)  was  re- 
elected chairman.     Federal  Extension.  Director  M.L,  Wilson  has  accepted  appoint- 
ment to  the  commission. _   The  next  world  meeting  will  be  held-  in-  -Beirut ,  Syria, 
in  November, ,.  .with  the  next  U.S,  meeting  set -for  Cleveland,- Ma 31-Apr-,2, 

Fire  Prevention  Week,  Oct.  3-9 


Just  a  reminder  to  you  that  Oct,  3-9  is  National  Fire  Prevention  Week, 


Agricultural  Prices 


BAS  reports  in  "Agricultural  Prices"  (Sept 29 )'  that  'decline's  in' prices  of 
many  crop  and  livestock  items  during  the  month  ended  Sept.  15  reduced* ...  for  the 
second  consecutive  month. ...the  index  of  .prices  farmers  receive*]!  •  On  Sept,  15, 
the  index  was  290,  or  3  points  (or  1%)  below  a  month  agoT" 

At  .the  same  time,   the  parity  index  (index  of  .prices  farmers  pay,  including 
interest  and  taxes)  dropped  1  point  to  250. 

Following  are  highlights  of  prices: 


Commodity  and  Unit 


Av. Prices  Farmers- Rec 1 d. 

Sept. 15    Aug. 15    Sept. 15 
1947-  -       1948  .  1948 


Parity  Price  or  :Av. Price  as  Per- 
:Comparable  Pri  ce  :centage  of  Parity 

Sept.  15       jor  Comparable  Price 
1948  :Aug«  15      Sept.  15 

:     1948  1948 


2.43 

$  1.96 

8  1.97 

$  2.21 

88 

89 

2.40 

1.91 

'  1.78.,.  . 

1.60 

119 

111 

1.08 

0.688 

0.687 

0.998 

69 

69 

1.78 

1.14 

1.08 

1.55 

74 

70 

16.10 

17.80 

18.00 

29.70 

60 

61 

0.3121 

0.3041 

0.3094 

0.31 

98": 

100 

3.05 

2.91 

2.45-  < 

•    -    -2,40  -  - 

0.10 

0.104 

0.104  • 

•    0.12  * 

87  : 

87 

1.48 

1.58 

1.53-    •  - 

-     1*86  • 

-    •  85  ! 

82 

2.40  - 

*       •  « 

2.65 

2.32 

2.20  = 

105 

11.30  ■ 

10.50 

8.33- 

•  -8,42 

99 

2.41 

2.22 

2.44- 

-    -2.40  . 

92 

102 

2.53-  - 

1.01 

0.36 

2.08 

1.31 

1.43 

1.96- 

•3.80 

38 

52 

26.70" 

27.10 

27.30 

18.20 

149 

150 

19.00 

24.40 

24.20 

13.60 

•  179 

178 

21.40 

26.60 

26.20 

16.90 

157  • 

:  155 

21.50 

24.80 

23.40 

14.70 

159 

0.84 

0.811 

0.756 

0.654 

129 

'  "'116 

■  4.45 

5. .00 

5.08 

4.12 

•  127 

123 

0.279- 

0.325 

0.319 

0.285  < 

'  114 

-112 

0.53 

0.492 

0.514 

0.576 

91  - 

89 

0.419 

0.471 

0.463 

0.458 

101 

Wheat,  per  bu».  •$> 

Corn,  per  bu. . . 
Oats ,  per  bu. . . 

Barley,  per  bu. 
Hay,  per  ton. . , 
Cotton,  per  lb. 

Soybeans, per  bu 
Peanuts,  per  lb 
Potatoes,  per  bu 
Sweet potatoe s , per  bu,  2,40 


Beans, ' dry -edible , - 
pe  r  c  wt .......... , 

Apples ,  per  bu. , ; . ; 
Grapefruit,  per  box 
Oranges,  per  box... 


Hogs,  per  cwt. 


Butterfat,  per  lb.. 
Milk,  wholesale,. 
per  cwt..   .  ' 


Radio  at  4-H  Congress 


Tentative  plans  for  rsdio  coverage  of  4-H  Club  Congress  in  Chicago,  Novem- 
ber 28  to  December  2  do  not  include  a  platter  cutting  service  in  the  Stevens 
Hotel.     Instead,  the .National  Committee  will  provide  three  rooms  with  power  con- 
verters -for  the  use  of  the  RFD's  who  bring  their  own  wire  and  tape  recorders. 
For  those  who  can  not  cover  with  their  own  tape,  or  wire,  we  will  arrange  for 
recording  at  one,  or  more  of  the  studios  in  the  city.     It  is  still  more  than  two 
months  until  Congress  and  there  is  plenty  of  time  to  work  out  the  best  plan  for 
all  concerned.     We*d  like  to  hear  from  you  on  what  you  would  want.    Would  a 
union  engineer  be  needed  to  run  tape  and  wire  for  some  of  you?    Do  you  want 
platter  recording  facilities?    Is  your  station  going  to  have  a  direct  line  to 
Chicago? 

Joe  Tonkin  will  be  chairman  of. the  Radio  Committee  this  year.     He* 11  be 
back  from  Puerto  Rico  about  the  middle  of  October  and  will  start  work  on  Con- 
gress radio.    Write  him  what  radio  service  you  would  like  to  have. 

Scrap  Metal  Drive  On 

Most  of  your  listeners  probably  ere  still  having  enough  trouble  getting 
cars,  machinery,  and  other  equipment  and  supplies  to  be  aware  of  bottlenecks  in 
industry  —  one  of  which  is  shortage  of  iron  and  steel  scrap. 

Steel  production  is  at  an  all-time  high.     But  we  have  record  demands  for 
steel  for  farm  and  other  use,  plus  an  expanding  military  program,  and  demands 
for  European  Recovery.     The  steel  industry  is  boosting  production  still  -  further 
through  new  mills  and  modernization.    And  this  calls  for  more  scrap  iron  and  - 
steel.'  •  1  ... 

The  Department  of  Commerce  is  sponsoring  a  scrap  drive. 

"With  scrap  bringing  the  highest  price  in  history,  it  will  pay  farm  people 
to  sell  any  still  lying  around  the  place. 

And  you  might  remind  the  4-H  clubs  that  collecting  scrap  is  a  good' way  f  or 
them  to  raise  money. 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TII^E  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME) 
Saturday,  Oct.  9 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  "Outlook  Time  for  Agriculture"  —  O.C. 
Stine  and  B.W.  Allin  of  BAE;  and  Director  M.L.  Wilson  of  Federal  Extension  - 
12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  Pick-up  from  Tulsa,  Okla., 
from  meeting  of  National  Home  Demonstration  Council  and  USA  Chapter  of 
Associated  Country  Women  of  the  World  —  1:00  p.m.  -  . 

Saturday,  Oct.  16   •        .  .... 

ABC  American •Farmer,  USDA  News        12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 


Recent  Publications 


"Changes  in  .Forming"  —  is  revision  of  publication  issued  two  years  ago  that 
attracted  considerable  attention.     Discusses  increased  production  due  to  machin- 
-  ery,  better  crops  and  livestock,  etc.     Looks  ahead  to  further  changes.  Particu- 
larizes on  possible  changes  by  commodities  and  regions.     (FM  58  Revised.). 

"Marketing  Margins  and  Costs  for  Farm  Products"        is  collection  of  charts  on 
various  angles  of  consumer  expenditures,  break-down  of  consumer's  dollar  spent 
for  food  in  general  and  for  specific  products,  and  related  matters.  (50-page 
multilith.) 

"United  States  Foreign  Trade  in  Agricultural  Products,  Calendar  Year  1947  with 
Comparisons"  —  reports  that  the  value  of  U.S.  foreign  trade  continued  its  up- 
ward' trend  in  '47. ...with  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  increase,  in  U.S.  foreign  trad 
during  f47  being  due  to  higher  level  of  prices.    Agricultural  exports  valued  at 
$3,910  million  nearly  equalled  the  record  export  -of  $4,093  in  *19.  t  Gives  sta- 
tistics on  exports  and  imports  by  commodities.     (55-page  multilith.) 

"The  Market  Outlook  for  United  States  Seed  Potatoes  in  Western  Europe"  —  says 
that  Europe  has  taken  2,5. ,  .9,3. . .  ,and~~8.4  million  bushels  "of  potatoes  during 
the  past  three  seasons,  as  against  negligible  purchases  before  the  war,  U.S. 
potato  industry  faces  many  problems  in  trying  to  develop  and  maintain  seed- 
potato  market  in  Europe,  including  quarantines,  preferences  for  yellow-fleshed 

potatoes,  etc  as  discussed  in  this  report.     Based  on  A.E.  Mercker's  (PMA) 

trip  to  Europe -under  RMA  project, (  (FFV-4  of  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations.) 

"Monthly  Milk  Production  on  Farms,  Selected  States,  1930-46"  --  covers  N. J. j 
Pa.;  Ind.T  Tll7r~Mich.7  Wise,  j  Minn.;  Ia,;  Mo,;  N.D. ;  Kans, ;  Va.  ;  N.C;  S.C,  ; 
Term,;  Okla,;  Mont,;  Idaho;  Utah;  Wash.;  Oreg. ;  Calif,   (BAE  Mimeo.) 

"Leaf  Rust  of  Wheat;  in  the  Uniform  Rust  Nurseries  in  the  United  States  1938-43"- 
tells  of  resistance  and  susceptibility  of  various  spring  and  winter  wheat  vari- 
eties.    (T.B.,  No.  960.  ) 

Rural  Electrification  Leaflets:  - 

"Make  This  Motor  Table" 

"Care  and  Use  of  Your  Small  Electric  Appliances" 
"Electric  Fig  Brooders  Easily  Made  From  Scrap  Lumber" 
"More  Power  to  Your  Dairying" 
"Make  Your  Own  Egg  Cooler" 
"You  Can  Build  This  Motor-Tote r" 
.    .     "Care  of  Your  Electric  "Motor. " 

Note:     REA  has  a  sufficient  stock  of  the  foregoing  leaflets  for  you  to  offer 
them  to  your  listeners. 

"Chicken  in  the  Freezer" , Enclosure-  . 

The  "Chicken  in  the  Freezer"  enclosure  is  available  from  the  U.S.  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  Washington  25,-  D.  C  at  5/  a  copy,- ■  Cash, .',  .not  -  •■ 

stamps.  .  ..  .     -:      .. '..  ,         ,  .' 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Gleanings  from  NARFD  Letter  .  ... 

Editor  Pro  Tern  Samuel  B.  Schneider  of  the  NARFD  News  Letter  comes  forth  ,. 
with  a  ^30-page  opus.... full  of  dope  about  RFD  doings,  and  practical  RFD  philos- 
ophy, Cari't  do  more  than  refer  to  a  few  highlights:  '  Gives  RFD  suggestions  for 
Chicago  NARFD  meeting,  including  various  requests  for  television  and  transcrip- 
tion clinic. .. .lists  pedigrees  of  4  aspiring  RFD's  who  have  communicated  with 
Sam's  Professional  Guidance  Committee ....  invites  RFD's  to  make  use  of  KVOO's 
press-radio  room  in  the  Tulsa  Hotel  in  connection  with  the  National  Home  Demon- 
stration Council  meeting,   Oct,  4-7  confides  that  Miriam  Foltz  of  Ohio  U, 

married  Ted  Yantis  last  June. .. .tells  of  Friends  of  the  Land  farm  face-lifting 

job  near  Oklahoma  City,  Oct.  7  and  lists  128  paid-up  members  of  NARFD,  with 

7  others  approved  for  membership. 

The  NARFD  Letter  also  carries  a  "very  tentative  schedule"  for  the  Chicago 
NARFD  meeting,  Friday,  Nov.  26  through  Sunday,  Nov.  28. 

Bliss  Heads  Back  from  Korea. 

Milton  Bliss  writes  that,  since  mid-August,  the  Korean  people  have  been 
taking  over  responsibility  of  managing  their  own  af f ai rs . . . . and  that  U.S.  Mili- 
tary Government  is  folding  up.     He  says  that  he"  is  winding  up  his  work  with  the 
Agricultural  Improvement  Service,  of  the  Civil  Affairs  Group, ,. .and  probably 
will  be  heading  homeward  by  the  end  of  September.    Expects  to  be  back  at  his  old 
stamping  ground  with  Agricultural  Extension  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and 
college  station  WEA,.  around' 'Oct.  15, 

About  Our  TV  Weather  Story 

Writes  RFD  Bill  Macdonald  of  KFAB  in  Omaha: 

"Your  story  in  this  week's  RFD  bulletin  on  the  *Weather  Man  Goes  Teevee'  is 
a  dandy, 

"Seems  to  me  that  this  show  .ought  to  provide  some  mighty  interesting  facts 
on  the  new  medium.    Viewer  acceptance,  duration  of  interest,  repeat  receptions 
and  many  other  factors  might  be  investigated  through  this  particular  telecast. 

"We  believe  that  many  farmers  might  be  interested  in  this  type  of  weather- 
story  since  it  does  picture  the  conditions  and  allows  the  mind  a  certain  amount 
of  freedom  of  interpretation  through  the  use  of  the  map  and  the  moving  weather 
masses.     It  would  seem  that  farmers  being  more  interested  in  weather  and  with 
minds  trained  to  observe  conditions  of  this  nature,  might  be  even  more  appreci- 
ative of  this  type  of  presentation  than  town  or  city  people." 

NAEB  to  Discuss  Form  Broadcasting 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Educational  Broadcasters  in 
Urbsr.a,  Oct,  10-12,  v.  hrlf"-day  (Tuesday  a, m,  )  will  be  devoted  to  faro  and  homo 
brck  casting,  including  discussion  of  market  news  and  other  matters;  at  least,' 
that*s  the  present  plan. 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONTINUED) 


Mr.   Pimlott  Is  Also  Essaying  Us 


Perhaps  it  was  somebody' s.  subconscious  that  turned  that  "assaying"  into 
"essaying"  in  the  "As  a  Britisher  Sees  U/S.  Information"  piece  on  p.  7  of  last 
week's  RFD  Letter.     Anyway,'  Mr.  Pimlott  _is  doing  some  essaying  on  U.S;.  Government 
information  work. . . .with  a  50-page  chapter  on  tools  of  public  relations,  includ- 
ing radio,  just  coming  to  our  desk.     iilven  though  he  doesn't  tell  us  anything 
especially  new  about  ourselves,  his  account  of  what  we  and  the  radio'  industry" 
do,  and  why  we  do  it,  makes  interesting  "reading. 


IK 


From  Our  4-H  Ambassadors  '    '  ' 

Yesterday  forenoon,  we  received  from  Sweden  three  recorded  interviews  with 
4-H  club  members  who  have  been  in  Europe  under  the  International  Farm  Youth  Ex- 
change Project.     The  4-H'er's  are  Janice  Fenske  of  Montana,  Helen  Ochsner  of 
Nebraska,  and  Armin  Samuel  son'  of  Kansas,     Dubbings  are  on  the  way  to  the  folks 
who  requested  them  —  arriving,  we  hope  well  ahead  of  the  youngsters  who  are 
docking  in  New  York  Sunday. 

Serving  as  interviewers  for  the  three  recordings  were  the  head  of  the  Office 
of  Information  of  the  Department'  of  Agriculture  in'  Sweden,/,  .a  baron  who  is  ac- 
tive in'  rural  youth  activities. .. .and' the  chairman  of  Sweden's  International 
Youth  Exchange  Board.  '  L 

These  presumably,  are  the  last  of  the  transcriptions  mace  with  the  4-H  mem- 
bers who  went  to  Europe.    The  U.S.  embassies  abroad.'. ...  and  in  particular  the 
agricultural  attaches. ...  .have  asked  for  any  reaction  from  "'back  home"  about 
how  the  recordings  were  received  by  the  home  folks.     So  we  appreciate  the  vari- 
ous letters  and  comments  we've  had  from  those  of  you  who  got  and  used  the  re- 
cordings, -■  .    . .-        .'  ".. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gap en 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Encl osure  s : 


Chicken  in  the  Freezer  leaflet 

PMA  release  "Consumer  Guides  for  Buying  &  Keeping  Eggs 


a  mat  fftiNHH  ' 
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From  the: 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


The  Outlook  for  '49 


RADIO  SERVICE 


October  8,  1948 


As  Extension  economists  from  each  of  the  States,  and  others,  converge  on 
Washington  for  the  annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  next  week  (Oct.  11- 
16),  we'll  give  you  a  quickie  on  the  national  outlook  as  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  sees  it. 

The  outlook  for  prices  and  incomes  for  most  farmers  seems  to  be  pretty 
good  for  several  months  to  come        at  least  until  next  spring  —  and  conditions 
may  well  be  relatively  good  for  many  farmers  throughout  '49.     But  prices  of 
gome  farm  products  may  average  somewhat  lower  than  in  '48,     And  with  higher 
production  costs,  farmers  may  not  make  quite  as  much  net  income. 

Among  the  important' unpredictable s  are  the  international  situation  and 
employment.     If  international  tension  should  ease  up  materially,  that  might 
bring  some  general  easing. of  our  whole  economy. ,. ..But  the  economists  see  no 
reason  why  this  should  bring  any  such  disaster  as  befell  farmers  after  '29. 


You've  already  received  some  individual  commodity  outlooks  in  the  BAE 
Situation  Reports.     We're  highlighting  others  in  this  Letter, 


Marshall  Plan  Shipment s 


About  half  of  the  commodities  supplied  Europe  under  the  Marshall  Plan 
during  the  first  3"  months  were  food,  feed,  and  fertilizer.     Of  total  procure- 
ments of  $738,500,000  for  the  quarter  (including  agricultural  and  industrial 
•products),  b7%  went  for  commodities  from  the  U.S. 


Cotton  Crop  Estimate 

Today's  Cotton  crop  report  from  BAE  shows  a  drop  of  140,000  bales  from 
the-  Sept.  1  e stimate. . . . .with  an  estimated  crop  of  15,079,000. .„ .compared  with 
11,857,000  bales  last  year,. ..and  a  * 37-46  average  of  12,014,000  bales.  . 

Meat  Outlook  . 

Civilians  will  average  140-145  pounds  of  meat  in  T 49. , „ .compared .with ; an 
estimated  145  in  '48. ...155  in  '47. ...and  134  during  '37-41.     Although  '*49 
probably  will  not  be  a  year  of  much  greater  meat  output,  BAE  says  in  the  out- 
look issue  of  its  "Livestock  and  Meat  Situation"  that  '49  could  be  the  turning 
point  in  the  current  trend* 
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Feed  Outlook  for  '49 

In  its  outlook  issue  of  the  "Feed  Situation,"  (Oct.  8),  BAE  says  the  feed 
supply  situation  for  the  '48-4-9  feeding  is  about  the  best  in  history. 

With  a  record  corn  crop,  we  have  more  concentrates  per  animal  than  at  any 
time  in  history.     Hay  supplies  are  ample.     Large  supplies  of  by-product  feeds 
will  be  available.     Protein  feed  supplies  are  expected  to  equal  the  record  sup- 
ply per  animal  unit  last  year.. 

The  generally  high  level  of  livestock  prices  of  the  past  year  or  so  is 
expected  to  continue,  at  least  through  most  of  the   '48-49  feeding  season.  With 
abundant  feed  supplies,  the  economists  expect  very  favorable  live  stock- feed 
price  ratios,. .. , which  will  encourage  heavier  feeding  of  livestock  on  farms.... 
and  some  expansion  in  livestock  numbers  during  '49. 

Grain  Storage  Problems 

At  a  grain  conference  in  Kansas  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  the  opinion  was 
expressed  that  much  of  the  wheat  now.  stored  on  farms  is  in  danger  of  spoiling 
because  of  high .moisture  and  weed  seed  content. 

As  to  the  storage  facilities : situation,  a  BAE  statistician  estimated 'that 
about  20/£  of  the  permanent  storage  in  Kansas  is  not  in  good  condition,  and 
can't  be  considered  suitable  for  CCC  loans.     If 'farm  facilities  were  repaired, 
he  thinks  space  would  be  adequate,  except  in  the  Western  part  of -the  state. 
The  feeling  at  the  conference  was  that  next  year,  the  storage  problem  may  be 
worse- than  this  year. 

Farmers  and  United  Nations  ;  ■'■ 


Secretary  Brannan  has  urged  Extension  workers,  farm  organizations,  and 
others  to  help  plan  and  carry  out  local  observances  of  United  Na ti on s  Day  4 
Oct.  24. 

The  Secretary  said  we  have  a : particular  interest  in  the  Food  and  Agri- 
culture Organization.     He  said  FAO  has  taken  a  number  of  significant  steps 
toward  solving  the  problem  .of  providing  enough  food  for  all:     a)  Recommended 
allocations  for  food  exports,  b)  promotion  of  farm  machinery  production,  c) 
promoting  improved  agricultural  techniques,  and  other  useful  services. 

As  to  the  future  of  the  food  problem,  FAO  Director-General  Dodd  told  the 
UN  General  Assembly  that  "tomorrow  morning  there  will  be  55,000 "more -persons 
for  breakfast -than  there  were  in  the  world  this  morning. (with) -the  world 
food  ^situation* .  .  .deteriorating*."  '  .    ■"  .  • 

"Wider  Horizons  in  Television" 

-"  C.  A.  Herndon  of '  our  shop  is  author-  of :  an  article,  "Wider  Horizons  for 
Television,"  in  the, October  issue  of  "The  Agricultural  Situation," 
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Requests  for  Freight  Rate  Increases 

ICC  announced  late  this  week  that  investigations  of  the  new  requests  by 
the  railroads  for  increases  in  freight  rates  will  begin  Nov.  30. 

The  petition  filed  last  week  by  the  railroads  asks  for  an  over-all  freight 
rate  boost  of  Q%,     However,,  the  roads  propose  maximum  increases  for  fruits,  vege- 
tables, and  melons  of        a  hundred .....  and  for  sugar  of  5^  a  hundred. 

Middle  Atlantic  motor  truckers  also  have  requested  a  10%  general  increase. 
No  action  he s  been  announced  on  this  petition. 

Statement  on- Meat  Prices 

Extension  Director  J.W.  Burch  of  Missouri  (at  Columbia)  has  put  out  a 
statement  on  the  farmers'   side  of  the  meat  question.     In  it,  he  suggests  that 
meat  buyers'  strikes  might  discourage  raisers  from,  buying  and  feeding  cattle, 
resulting  in  further  meat  shortages,  and  still  higher  prices.     You  might  be 
interested  in  writing  him  for  a  copy. 

Meetings  Coming  Up  . 

The  36th  Netional  Safety  Congress  and  Exposition  is  scheduled  for  the 
Sherman  Hotel  in  Chicago,  Oct.  18-22«     The  farm  safety  sessions  will  be  held 
Oct.  19  and  20. 

And  the   second  annual  Belt-wide  Cotton  Mechanization  Conference  comes  off 
at  the  Lubbock  Hotel  in  Lubbock,  Texas,  Oct,  14-16.     Cotton  ginning  specialists 
will  hold  a  special  huddle  just  ahead  of  the  conference... 

Foreign  Visitors 

Dr.  Olavi  Muermann,  horticulturist^  Finland;    Agricultural  experiment  stations 
at  —  Davis,  Oct.  23;  Corvallis  (also  in  Portland)  Oct.  25;  St. Paul,  Nov.  8; 
Madison,  Nov.   12;.  East  Lansing,  Nov.  14;-  Durham,  Nov.  18, 


Bi-Lingual  RFD'ing 

In  a  'phone  chat  just  at  press  time,  with  RFD  Tom  Page  of  fjiUBC  in'  New  York, 
Tom  said  he  had  done- a  10-minute  recording  in  French  with. each  of  the  two  French 
boys  who  have  just  arrived  under  the  Internrti onal  Farm  Youth  IJxctenge  '  Pro  ject . 
(incidentally,  they    were  here  at  USDA  this  week,  visiting  with  Secretary 
Brannan  and  others,  and  are  headed  for  West-  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.) 


Tom  had  an  interpreter  on  the  recordings.     From  time  to  time  as  the  French 
boys  talked,  .'Tom  would  .come  in  on  .another  mike. ,  splashing  in  a  little  background 
commentary  on  the  boys.     Then  the . interpreter  gave  the  translation.     Tom  offers 
to  make  the  transcriptions  available  to  other  RFD's  who  may  be  interested. 
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Farm  Face- Liftings  in  Review 

With  the  season's  grand  climax  of  farm  face-lifting  demonstrations  in  re- 
cent weeks,  perhaps  it's  a  good  time  to  reconnoiter  this  whole  field  of  over- 
night conservation  jobs. 

NARFD  President  "Chuck"  Worcester  of  WMT  in  Cedar  Rapids  leads  the  recon- 
noissance  with  "Conservation  Coast  to  Coast"  in  the  new  October  issues  of  "RFD." 
There,  he  reviews  a  few  of  the  instances  of  recent  RFD  sponsorship  of,  or  par- 
ticipation in,  soil  conservation  field  days. 

Coincidentally,  SCS  is  just  out  with  a  leaflet,  "Farm  Face-Lifting  Demon- 
strations —  Their  History,  Eow  They're  Conducted,  and  What  They  Accomplish." 
From  it,  we  learn  that  presumably  the  first  of  these  remodeling  affairs  took 
place  Nov.  7,   '41,  on  the  farm  of  Harry  Shealey  neer  Newberry,  S.C,     The  idea 
seems  to  have  originated  with  SCS  technicians,  Ernest  Carnes  and  J.H.  Johnston. 
Then  came  the  war,     Five  years  later,  came  the  marriage  of  the  face-lifting  idea 
with  the  plowing-contest  sponsored  by  WHO  in  Des  Moinese     The  farm  of  Claude 
Milner  near  Pleasantville ,  la.  was  made  over  Sept.  21,   '46.     Since  then,  the 
idea  has  spread  rapidly. 

Some  20  such  events  were  held  in  '47  in  S  different  states  —  including 
Iowa,  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky.     During  148,  more 
than    20  such  demonstrrtions  were  held  in  20  States. .. .making  a  total  of  about 
50  in  the  2  post-war  years.     Upwards  of  500,000  people  have  attended,"  with  many 
visitors  from  the  cities,  foreign  embassies,  FAO,  etc. 

Already,  face-liftings  are  taking  shape  for  '49  in  the  Dakotas,  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  other  states. 

t 

'What  about  the  results  from  farm  conservation  jobs?    Milner  says,  "I  can 
truthfully  say  the  production  on  the  farm  as  a  whole  has  more  than  doubled"  in 
the  two  years  since  the  demonstration.     His  corn  yield  increased  from  about 
30-35  bushels  an  acre  to  an  average  of  60  bushels  in  '47.     Production  from  his 
permanent  pasture  more  than  doubled. 

The  SCS  leaflet  referred  to  above  summarizes  experience  so  far  in  handling 
these  demonstrations  —  how  to  line  up  the  sponsoring  groups,  select  the  farm, 
handle  publicity,  etc.     We ' 11  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Denver,  Colo.  —  Oct.  12-14  —  B.T.  Sirrms,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Animal  Ind. ,  at  meet- 
ing of  U.S.  Livestock  Sanitary  Ass'n.  held  at  Shirley-Savoy  Hotel. 

Chillicothe ,  Springfield,  Kansas  City  and  Jefferson  City,  Missouri  --  Oct.  11-18- 
O.E.  Reed,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Dairy  Industry,  addressing  farm  groups. 

Fargo,  N.D.  —  Oct.  12-13  —  G.F.  Geissler,  Manager  of  Fed.  Crop  Ins.  Corp.  - 
can  be  reached  at  State  Crop  Ins,  Corp..  301  DeLendrecie  Bldg.,  Fargo. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.  —  Oct.  19  —  D*B*  Lasseter,  Administrator  of  Farmers  Home 
Administration  -  c/o  Mr.  JCA.  Texada,  300  West  University  Ave . ,  Professional 
Blcg. ,  Gainesville. 
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The  Farm  Balance  Sheet* 

The  new  issue  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bulletin  carries  a  lengthy  article  on 
the  "Balance  Sheet  of  Agriculture" .....  prepared  "by  economists  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Sconomics.     Here  are  a  half  dozen  or  so  high  points  from  the 
article : 

Ag£icul t ur e  had  assets  wor-fch  $122  billion  Jan,  1  —  compared  with  $54  billion  in 
'40.     The  f6-8  billion  increase  included: 

$49  billion' inflation  of  inventory  valuations  due  to  higher  prices 

$17  billion  in  financial  assets 

|  2  billion  physical  increase  in  inventories 

Peak  in  "rea.%  income"  may  have  been  passed  —  After  paying  Federal  income  taxes, 
farm  operators'  net  income  in  '47  would  buy  0>  less  family  maintenance  than 
the  smaller  dollar  returns  of  '46, 

Non-re sidential  farm  construction  has  logged  —  very  far  behind  industrial  and 
public  utility  construction  throughout  the  entire  -period. 

Farmers'  net  incomes  generally  have  increased  faster  than  their  living  costs  — 
with  their  net  income  in  '47  buying  1.7  times  as  much  family  maintenance  as  in 
'40.... in  spite  of  higher  prices  and  larger  Federal  income  taxes.  Moreover, 
each  dollar  received  in  !47  would  pay  as  much  debt  as  a  dollar  received  in  '40. 

Agriculture  has  been  strengthened        not  weakened  --  by  inflation  —  of  past 
few  years.     During  eight  years  of  inflation,  farmers  as  a  group  have  managed 
to  reduce  their  debts  and  to  accumulate  financial  assets  relatively  more  thar 
other  major  groups.     Farmers  have • improved  their  position  relative  to  other 
sectors  of  the  economy. 

Earning  power  of  farm  capital  has  risen  to  point  since   '40  --  that  rate  of  re- 
turn on  the  valuation  of  farms  at  the  beginning  of  '48  was  about  twice  the  rate 
of  '40.... even  though  the  price  of  farms  has  advanced  an  average  of  87%. 

The  financial  position  of  farmers  could  deteriorate  rapidly  --  when  the  crest 
"of  this  inflation  "passe sc .  7<.~&s~i~t  wi  11. ,.  .because  the  fortunes  of  farmers  are 
particularly  sensitive  to  price  changes.     Until  the  readjustment  phases  of  the 
recent  war  pass,  it  will  be  too  early  to  measure  the  final  consequences  of  this 
war  to  agriculture  or  to  any  other  sector  of  the  national  economy. 

How  can  farmers  preserve  the   present  general  solvent  and  effective  position  -- 
they  now  occupy?  —  Through: 

1.  Cutting  unit  production  costs  by  increasing  operating  efficiency,  and 

2.  Reducing  the  high  proportion  of  fixed  costs  (traditionally  imposed  by 
the  nature  of  farming)  which  have  been  a  source  of  trouble  in  other 

periods  of  price  declines, 

♦Note:  This  information  has  not  yet  been  released  in  any  other 
form  than  in  the  Federal  Reserve  Bulletin  which  was  out 
last  Friday. 


-   "6  - 


AMONG  OURSELVES 

Face  Liftings  on  TV 

When  a  farm  face-lifting  job  (see  p.  4)  comes  up  anywhere  near  a  television 
station,  the  TV  cameramen  (or  more  likely,  the  16  or  35  mm  boys  feeding     TV)  al- 
most instinctively  head  for  what  is  a  field-day  for  TV  as  well  as  conservation. 

WMAE-TV  in  Baltimore  covered  the  big  doings  on  a  farm  near  Washington  in' 
August.     From  "Chuck"  Worcester T s  "Conservation  Coast  to  Coast,"  we  gather  that 
RED  Ted  Mangner  covered  a  face-lifting  on  a  Missouri  farm. . . .with  t he  day's 
activities  going  on  TV,     V.e've  had  queries  or  rumors  concerning  similar  coverage 
elsewhere. 

Major  TV  coverage  that  we've  heard  of  to  date  came  with  last  wreek's  face- 
lifting demonstration  spear-headec  by  the  Pennsylvania  PMA  on  the  Parke  Broth- 
ers 219-acre  farm  near  Greensburg,  Pa.     A  crew  from  "We  the  People"  —  Aubrey 
Williams  and  Bill  Brown  —  were  on  hand.     With  the  help  of  USDA  Motion  Picture 
Service,  they  got  a  lot  of  filmland  tape  recordings  for  use  on  both  their  AM 
and  TV  shows  Tuesday  night.     The  "Wo  the  People"  TV  show  on  the  CBS  Esstern 
network  carried  about '4  minutes,  with  a  combination  of  movies,  and  studio  dis- 
cussion with  the  Parke  Brothers. 

From  what  we  hear,  the  footage  taken  at  these  demonstrations  is  coming  (or 
will  come)  in  for  various  kinds  of  TV  use:  documentaries,  special  e vent s,  spot 
news  —  and,  of  course,  EFT)  shows. 

Lest  we  forget,  BSA's  Harry  Carr  (from  New  York  office)  tells  us  the  Greens- 
burg event  also  got  good  radio  coverage.     Besides  the  "We  the  People"  AMcover- 
age,  RFD  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA  .in  Pittsburgh.  ..  .and  a  crew  frqm.WWVA  in  Wheeling 
....were  on  hand.     Transcriptions  went  out  to  smaller  stations.    Army  helped 
provide  the  necessary  radio  connections  between  the  farm  end  the  outside  radio 
world . 

."TIC  Helps  Sponsor  Dairy  Trip 

From  RFD  Frank  Atwood  of  WTIC  in  Hartford,  we  hear  that  his  station  co- 
operated with  a  dairy  producers'  group  and  a  distributing  concern  to  pay  ex- 
penses of  a  Connecticut  4-H  dairy  team  to  the  American  Dairy  Cattle  Congress 
at  Waterloo,  la.  Two  of  the  boys  are .cc- owners  with  WTIC  of  purebred  dairy  • 
heifers  bought  brought  through  the;  station' s  Farm  Youth  Program. 

Cordially, 

f       OC  i  2  *  1948  L'  u  / 

/ )  L  -/L  -  J  1 

Ltf.S,MttfT*£KT«     ftOULim;    Kenneth  M.  Gspen  • 

tiri— im— i ,   ,     /ss't  Director  of  Information 

for  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 

PMA  Fact  Sheet  on  Cranberries 

Transcript  of  Agricultural  Workshop  Sessions 


RFp  ItTTER 

7,  %<Ui* 


From  the:  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


October  15,  1948 


The   f49  Outlook  in  Brief 


Out  of  all  the  discussion  of  various  viewpoint s. , 0 . and  of  the  uncertainties 
ahead .. 0 . agri cult  ural  economists  came  out  of  this  week's  Agricultural  Outlook 
Conference  here  with  much  the  same  appraisal  of  '49  as  we  gave  you  last  week. 

One  highly-placed  Government  economist  thought  all  factors  including 

defense  needs,  foreign  aid,  etc .....  pointed  to  a  further  increase  in  the  gen- 
eral economic  level;  Chief  O.V.-  Wells  of  BAE  agreed  that  this  was  one  of  the 
possibilities.     But  he  thought  that  even  if  such  an  increase  occurs,  any  fur- 
ther price  advances  would  be  mostly  for  nonfarm  products.     Even  with  full  em- 
ployment, he  felt  farmers  would  be  somewhat  less  well  'off  than  they  are  this 
year. 

After  subtracting  high  production  costs  from  their  returns  from  crops  and 
livestock,  the  agricultural  economists  think  farmers  will  net  nearly  10%  less 
this  year  than  last , . . . coul d  drop  off  as  much  as  10%  (in  net)  in  T49. 

In  those  estimates,  the  agricultural  economists  still  look  upon  '49  as 
probably  a  good  year  for  farmers  as  a  whole. 

That  viewpoint  is  based  on  the  assumption  of  continuation  without  too  much 
change  in  defense,  -foreign  aid,  and  other  significant  factors. 

In  trying  to  anticipate  any  possible  change  in  those  prospects,  farmers 
should  keep  a  close  eye  on  four  things  next  spring: 

1.  Possible  revision  in  price  supports; 

2.  Size  of  ECA  appropriations; 

3.  Changes  in  defense  expenditures; 

4.  Trends  of  wage  negotiations.  .  ... 


What  About  Foreign  Aid?  • 

Figuring  prominently  in  the  Outlook  discussions  was  the  question  of  the 
size  of  ECA  and  other  foreign-aid  activities. 

During  the  conference,  economists  referred  to  continued  high  needs  for 
farm  products  abroad,  especially  grains.     And  one  economist  went  a  step  further 
and  said  the  U.S.  could  ship  500  million  bushels  of  wheat  from  this. year's 
crop  without  materially  affecting  living  costs  here  at  home.     But  the  agricul- 
tural economists  felt  that.,.. in  their  estimates  of  the  probable  effect  of  for- 
eign aid  shipments  on  the  !49  outlook.  „, .they  ooulrin       go  beyond  fanes  now  insight. 
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What  About  Foreign  Aid?  (Continued) 

D.   fl.  Fitzgerald,  director  of  the  Food  and  /griculture  Division  of  ECA, 
took  a  somewhat  different  view.     Speaking  from  the  viewpoint  of  an  action  agency- 
concerned  with  foreign  aid,  Fitzgerald  spelled  out  the  food  needs  abroad.  Even 
though  European  food  production  is  up  this  year,  it's  still  only  up  to  pre-war, 
or  below.    Meanwhile,  European  population  has  increased  substantially.  Fitz- 
gerald felt  the t. ...  somehow. ,, pro vi si on  would  be  made  to  export  Europe  the  food 
it  needs, ,. .that  wheat  exports  might  be  nearly  as  big  as  this  year*     Of  course, 
he  labeled  that  statement  plainly  as  just  an  opinion. 


The  Next  Five  Years 


If  forecasting  probabilities  a  year  ahead  is  tough,  the  Outlook  Conference's 
first  attempt  to  look  five  years  into  the  future  ('49  to  '54)  was  even  more 
difficult.  ......  • 

The  agricultural  economists  framed  their  5-year  estimate  in'the  light  of 
two  basic  assumptions;  namely,  that: 

1)  A  stable  peace  will  be  established;  and 

2)  A  full-scale  depression,  comparable  to  ',29-33,  will  not  develop. 
Those  are  assumptions,  remember  --  not  predictions. 


Along  with  those  assumptions,  the  economists  took  into  account  several 
major  factors:     the  prospect  that  population  will  increase  between  1  and  2  mil- 
lion persons  a  year  up  to  ' 55, ...  continued  increase  in  productivity  per  indus- 
trial worke r, ...  increased  yields  per  acre,  and  per  livestock  unit  in  agricul- 
ture ....  etc.  .... 

Well,  with  full  regard  for  the  foregoing  factors,  'the  economists  think 
that  the  outlook  for  farmers  is  pretty  favorable  for  the  next  five  years.  In 
fact,  they  felt  that,  by  and  large,  farmers  might  fare  about  as  well  as  they 
have  on  the  average  in  the  last  few  years,     But,  the  eocnemists  look  for  soma  ,■ 
shake-down  in  pri-ces  during  the  next  few  years,  with,  a  short  adjustment  period 
after  which  business  activity  will  get  back  up  near  '48  levels, 

Ail-Time  Record  Harvests 

BAE's  Crop  Reporting  Board  greeted  the  Outlook  Conference  on  its  opening 
day  (-quite  by  coincidence,  of  course)  "with  virtual  assurance  of  realization  of 
earlier  forecast s. ....  for  the  biggest  harvest  in  history.     In  fact,  8%  higher 
than  the  previous  record  in  '46. 

The  Oct,  11  General  Crop  Report  indicated  that..... as  of  Oct,  1.  ,  ,  ,,a 
record-breaking  3,568  bushel  corn  crop  was  safe  from  frost. 

Other  recor d-breakers  included  peanuts  and  soybeans ... .with  various  other 
crops  running  second  largest  in  history. 

As  of  Oct,  1,  corn  yields  were  estimated  at  an  average  of  41.7  bushels  per 
acre,  nearly  5  bushels  higher  than  the   '46  peak. 
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Change  in  Freight  Rate  Petition 

In  last  week's  RFD  Letter,  v;e  told  you  about  the  railroad's  request  to  ICC 
for  increases  in  freight  rates ... .with  hearings  scheduled  to  start  Nov.  30, 

Meanwhile,  the  railroads  have  filed  a  petition  to  supplement  the  original 
request  for  an  over-all  freight  rate  boost  of  Q%  by  another  5%.... making  13%  in 
all.     They're  asking  that  the  Q%  be  made  effective ' immediately, ...  on  an  interim 
ba si s. ,». pending  completion  of  he? rings.     They're  also  upping  their  request  to 
a  total  of  12 ft  maximum  increase  for  fruits,  vegetables,  and  melons, ..  .and  a 
total  of  8/  on  sugar,  • 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Boston  -  Oct,  18-22  -  Dr.  Callie  Mae  Coons,  Ass't  Chief,  Bur,  of  Human  Nutrition 
and  Home  Economics,  attending  American  Dietetic  Association  Conference, 

Memphis  -  Oct,  20-22  -  G.Ft  Geissler,  Manager;  J.B.  Daniels,  Southern  Area  Di- 
rector; Earll  Nikkei,  Chief  of  Srles  Division;  J.B,  McClure,  Head  of  Loss  Ad- 
justment Division;  Frank  Bailey,  Program  Development  Division,  R.  Lee  Barnes, 
Sales  Division;  of  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  attending  meeting  on  Sales 
of  cotton  crop  insurance.     Contact  -  Peabody  Hotel , 

Lincoln  -  Oct.  20-22  -  O.V.  Wells,   Chief,  Bur.   of  Agr,  Economics,  attending 
meeting  on  flood  control  surveys.     Contact  -  Lincoln  Hotel, 

New  Show  for  "Bill  Scott  -  Forest  Ranger" 

Some'  of  you  have  used,., ,  in  connection  with  4-H  programs,  and  otherwise.,., 
the  "Bill  Scott  -  Forest  Ranger"  radio  dramas  that  Bill  Bergoffen  of  the  Forest 
Service  and  New  York  City's  WNYE  brought  forth  back  in  '46,     Well,  around  the 
first  of  January,  "Bill  Scott"  will  come  out  in  a  new  series  of  6  conservation 
dramas.     If  you  recall,  the  first  series  won  a  special  citation  for  excellence 
in  the  annual  radio  program  competition  of  the  School  Broadcast  Conference  at 
Chicago  last  year, 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME) 
Saturday,   Oct,  23 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  Oct.  30 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  Feature  on  corn  storage  this 
fall  —  1 :00  p.m.  '= 
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Round-Up  on  "X  Disease" 

That  "X"  in  the  so-called  "X  disease"  of  cattle  atiH connotes  what  the  letter 
usually  does,  whether  in  science,  algebra,  or  murder  mystery.     In  other  words, 
the  unknown.     But  here  are  answers  from  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  to  a  few 
of  the  main  questions  coming  up  about  the  disease. 

Q,    .What  about  distribution  of  the  disease? 

.A,    Found  in  more  than  30  States  so  far:    Ala,;  Colo.;  Flac;.Ga..;  Idaho; 
Ind.  ;  111.;  Ky.  ;  Md. ;  Mich.;  Minn.;  Mo„ ;  Mont,;  Nebr0 ;  N.DC  ;  Ne  J.  ;  N.Mexs  ;  N.Y„  ; 
N.C.;  Ohio;  Pa.;  S.C.;  S.D. ;  Tenna ;  Tex.;  Utah;  Va. ;  Vt. ;  W.Va. ;  Wise, ;  Wyo. 

S 

■ 

In  other  words,  the  disease  is  in  every  region  of  the  country  except  the  Pacific 
Coast  states. 

•    Q0     How  long  has  it  been  in  the  U.S.? 

A0     Found,  first  in  New  York  in  '39,     Then  began  to  crop  up  in  other  States 
about  »436  '  '  - 

Q.     Does  the  disease  affect  animals  other  than  cattle? 

A..     Not  so  far  as  is  known.     In  survey  just  completed  in  Ala.,  G-a, . ,  Fla., 
Term.,  and  Va.,  found  9  beef  animals  affected  to  every  1  dairy  animal. 

Qs     How  does  the  disease  affect  the" cattle? 

A.     Severely  affected  animals  usually  die.     In  the  recent  survey  in  the 
Southeast,  31%  of  all  animals  in  26  herds  were  af fec.te.cL  ... . and  59%  of  the  af- 
fected animals  died.     Abortions  are  common  among  pregnant  animals. 

Q.;    What  does  the  disease  "look  like"? 

A.     Early  symptoms  include  a  watery  discharge  from  the  eyes  and  nose.  As 
the  disease  develops,  the  animalrs  appetite  fails,'  it  loses  condition,  and  be- 
comes depressed.     The  skin  gets  thick;,  wrinkled,  hard  *"*  and  leathery?  Large 
wart-like  projections  often  occur  on  the  tongue,  cheeks,  and  palate.  During 
the  recent  survey,  a  good  many  stockmen  confused  the  disease  with  such  things 
as  pink  eye,  cobalt  deficiency,  Dallis  grass  poisoning,   scabies.    But  not  dif- 
ficult for  veterinarian  who  knows  the  disease  to  diagnose. 

Q.    What  are  conditions  under  which  the  disease  is.  likely  to  occur? 

A.     Is  worse  during  later  winter  and  early  spring  but  may  occur  at  any 

time.  .    .  • . .;. 

Q.    What  is  the  treatment  for  the  disease? 

A.     None  so  far.     No  drug  treatments  have  been  effective. 

Q.     Does  the  disease  spread  readily  from  animal'  to  animal? 


A.     Apparently  not.     In  fact,  the  research  men  have  not  been  able  to  trans- 
mit it  experimentally. 


Hound -Up  on  "X  Disease"  (Continued) 

m 

Q.     Are  there  any  suggestions  for  prevention  or  control? 

A.     Until  the  research  men  know  more  about  the  disease,  they  offer  the  fol- 
lowing precautions:    a)  Practice  sanitation,  b)  feed  balanced  rations,  c)  when 
introducing  new  animals  into  the  herd,  keep  them  under  quarantine  until  you  see 
if  any  disease  develops,  d)  if  the  disease  breaks  out  in  your  herd,  apply  volun- 
tary quarantine  to  entire  herd. 

Q.    What's  being  done  about  the  disease? 

A„     The  Federal  and  State  research  men  ere  carrying  on  studies  aimed  broadly 
at:    a)  Finding  out  for  sure  whe the  r  or  not  the  disease  is  an  infectious  disease 
that  can  be  spread  from  animal  to  animal,  b)  analyzing  plants  end  soils  to  see 
if  some  mineral  or  other  element  in  the  soil  is  causing  the  trouble,  c)  learn- 
ing more  about  the  way  the  disease  affects  animals. 

Q, '  What  is  your  general  size-up  of  the  X  disease  problem  to  date? 

A.     Highly  competent  veterinary  men  have  somewhat  different  views.  At 
present,  we  ere  inclined  to  think  it  is  not  an  infectious  disease.    We've  found 
no  evidence  so  far  that  it  is  due  to  plants.     Perhaps  it  is  a  toxic  material 
taken  in  with  food  and  water.     Maybe  it's  something  comparable  to  the  selenium 
poisoning  problem  that  cropped  up  in  a  section  of  South  Dakota  several  years 
ago...t.But  that  is  conjecture. 

Q.     How  big  a  threat  do  you  think  the  disease  is  to  the  cattle  industry? 

Ao  On  the  basis  cf  ~Lhe  26  herds  studied  in  the  Southeast,  it  could  be  very 
disastrous .  But  as  soon  as  we  learn  the  cause,  we  hope  we  can  find  how  to  deal 
with  it,  and  so  greatly  minimize  the  threat. 

Market  New6  Viewpoints 

Lr.nce  Hooks  cf  PMA  is  just  back  from  a  trip  to  the  West  Coast  and  North- 
west.....  .with  stops  in  between. , t , in  connection  with  market  news  services. 

RFD'S  reacrted  that  information  on  livestock  markets  was  most  in  demand 
by  farmers.,     News  from  dairy  and  poultry  markets  ranked  next. . . closely  followed 
by  requests  for  market  news  on  fruits  and  vegetables,   and  grain  and  feed.  Inter- 
ests varied  somewhat  from  place  to  place. 

Combined  summaries  prepared  by  PMA  area  information  men  from  information 
from  US DA  commodity  offices  are  now  available  to  most  radio  stations  through 
facilities  of  press  associations. 

Lance  held  special  meetings  with  RFD's  market  editors  of  local  papers, 
and  USDA  market  news  reporters  at  Portland  and  Seattle.     Discussion  centered  on 
length,  type,  time  of  release,  and  contents  of  reports  needed  by  various  out- 
lets.    Most  RFD's  wanted  market  news  earlier  but  market  trading  hours  make  this 
impossible.    RFD's  reported  more  market  news  available  than  previously,  but 
stressed  the  greater  need.     Several  RFD's  asked  for  more  analytical,  or  back- 
ground, information  —  or  reasons  for  trends  in  the  markets. 
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Northwest  RFD's  Organize 

From  emissary  Lance  Hooks  of  PMA  we  hear  that  sor-e  of  the  RFD's  up  North- 
west way  held  a  conclave  during  the  Pacific  Internationax  in  Portland ....  and 
came  up  with  a  "Horace  Greeley"  chapter  of  the  NARFD*     Seems  .that  .*  ~r»old  Ebert 
of  college  station  KOAC  in  Corvallis  is  chairman fc «, .  *and  Al  Bauer  of  KALE  in 
Portland,   secretary.     Attending  the  session  were  Wallace  Kadderly  of  KGW  in 
Portland,  Al  Bond  of  KIRC  in  Seattle,  Earl  Britton  of  KUGN  in  Eugene,  Bill 
Hansen  of  KEX  in  Portland,  Anna  Jim  Kolman  of  KlYSC  at  Corvallis,  and  others. 
(Note:    We're  open  to  any  changes  in,  or  additions  to,  the  minutes  of  that 
meeting. ) 


TV  Series  on  the  Out-of-Doors 


September  "Field  and  Stream"  announces  plans  for  a  TV  series,  "Field  and 
Stream  of  the  Air,"  sometime  this  fall.     The  plan  is  to  use  the  editors  as  a 
panel  of  experts  similar  to  "Information  Please" - . <, „except  that  all  questions 
asked  would  be  answered  visually  on  motion  picture  film.     The  program  would 
concentrate  on  conservation  of  forests,  fish,  and  game.     It  would  feature  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  and  camping;  shotgun,  pistol  and  rifle  matches;  fishing  contests 
and  tournaments,  gun  dog  field  trial  championships;  instructional  information; 
fishing  contests,     John  Steinbeck,  author  of  "Grapes  of  Wrath,"  and  other  books, 
would  supervise  script  material. 


Ideas  for  Columbus  Institute 

Doubtless  most  i  f  you,  too,  have  received  a  card  from  Keith  Tyler  asking 
for  suggestions  for  speakers,   subjects,  and  group  meetings  for  the  19th  Insti- 
tute for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus,  May  5-8,   ''49.     The  card  also  suggests 
starting  now  to  record  programs  to  enter  in  the  13th  American  Exhibition  of 
Educational  Radio  Programs.     Specifications  and  entry  blanks  will  be  out  this 
month. 


Exhibition  entries  close  Jan.  15. 


Cordially, 


/ 


fx*  ft 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 
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Farm  Production  Costs  Go  Up 


BAS' s  economists  think  farmers'  net  income  probably  has  passed  its  postwar 
peak*    "With  gross  income  leveling  off,  many  production  expenses  are  still  in- 
creasing. 

In  the  Outlook  Issue  of  The  Farm  Income  Situation  (Oct.  19),  the  economists 
say  that  the-  cost  of  purchased  feed  is  expected  to'  drop,.,. and  there  is  a  possi- 
bility of  a  small  decline  in  the  prices  farmers  pay  for  other  commodities  used 
for  production.    But,  with  such  important  items  as  fertilizer,  taxes,  labor, 
depreciation  charges,  interest  payments,  and  operating  motor  vehicles,  costs  are 
likely  to  exceed  current  levels*    And  total  production  expenses  in  '49  probably 
will  show  little  if  any  decline. 


Problem  Ahead  for  Cotton 

In  the  current  Outlook  Issue  of  the  Cotton  Situation  (Oct,  21),  BAE  econo- 
mists point  out  that  cotton  is  in  a  less  favorable  position  than  in  several 
years*    Prices  of  raw  cotton  have  dropped  from  above  parity  to  about- loan  levels 
And  domestic  demand  for  textiles  has  dropped  off  so  that  mills  are  expected  to 
use  less  cotton  the  rest  of  the  season  than  at  any  time  since  the  beginning  of 
the  war, 

world  production  of  cotton  in  1 48-49"  is  expected  to  be  about  28  million 
bales'. •..•and  will  exceed  world  mill  consumption  for  the  first  time  since  the 
crop  of  14.4.0 

If  farmers  substantially  boost  cotton  acreage  next  year. ,ea and  get  favorab- 
yields. »«. the  crop  may  affect  the  cotton  situation  adversely  for  the  next  severe 
years . 

Price  Support  Stabilizes  Egg  Market 

Poultry  Branch  officials  of  PMA  are  pleased  with  the  egg  market  reaction 
following  extension  of  price  support  for  November  and  December.    They  say  it 
came  at  about  the  right  time  to  soften  the  effect  of  increased  receipts  at  Mid- 
west country  points 0 

Not  only  is  the  extended  "program  helping  to  lend  support  to  current  receipt, 
of  eggs,  but  should  reflect  nee de'd "strength  in  the  market  for  storage  eggs  of 
mediocre  quality. 
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Ultrafax  and  Agriculture 

As  we  gain  a  slight  degree  of  confidence  in  our  ability  to  foresee' some  of 
the  revolutionary  implications  of  TV  in  agricultural  informational  work,  those  oi 
us  in  our  shop  have  been  thrown  into  a  new  state  of  puzzlement  by  a  twin  sister 
of  TV  —  namely  RCA's  new  facsimile  process  Ultrafax* 

Up  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  we  and  3  or  4  hundred  other  representatives 
of  Government  and  private  agencies  here  in  Washington  saw  weather  maps,  charts, 
tables,  cartoons,  printed  pages,  etc.,  flying  through  the  air  at  the  rate  of 
1,000,000  words  a  minute  for  the  printed  word. •••or  their  space  equivalent  in 
maps  and  other  visual  material*    Or,  to  put  it  another  way,  the  entirety  of 
"Gone  With  the  L'ind"  —  with  its  1,000-plus  pages  —  could  be  transmitted  in 
about  1: 9. ••     .with  the  entire  book  received,  and  film,  processed  and  ready  for 
use,  in  about  2.  minutes,  from  the  time  transmission  started. 

Now,  when  you  add  on  "the  possibility  (previously  demonstrated  with  conven- 
tional facsimile)  of  home  receivers,  your  mind  goes  into  a  whirl.  •  Vftiat  about 
market  news  and  weather  maps...,.  .  „and  economic  reports .... o  .and  farm  and  home 
subject  matter?.    To  what  extent  trill  this  process  be  used  in  transmitting  this 
.  material  from  pointed  point  in  the  nation?    And  what  will  be  the  effect?  .  And  tc 
what  extent  will  this  process  be  used  to  carry  such  information  from  your  statioi 
right -  into  the  farm  home?  :  ' 

As  we  learn  more  about  costs,  including  costs  of  home  receivers, . some  of 
these  questions  may  begin  to  resolve  themselves. 

In  the  meantime,  you'll  find  more  of  the  details  about  Ultrafax »...« .and  itr 
relationship  to  television... .«  .in  the  lead  article  in  the.  .GctA_  3Q  JlCoIlier  *  s . " 

USDA  Official  Travel  ' 

New  York  City  •  Oct..  27  -  -  0.  V.  '.Tells,  Chief  of  Bur.  of  Agricultural.  Eco- 
nomics, on  Columbia  University's  seminar  on  "Rural  Life."      '  •• 

*  * 

-Philadelphia  .-  -    Oct. .25-30  -  -G.  E.  Hilbert,  Chief  of  Bur.  of  Agricultural 
and  Ind.  Chemistry,  attending  conference,  Eastern  Regional  Research  Lab. 

Houston  Oct.  25-27   I.       Buggan,  Governor  of  Farm  Credit  'Adm.,  attendin 

Annual  Federal  land. Bank  Conference. 

Glasgow,  Montana  Nov.  %  G.  F.  Geissler,  Manager  of  Federal, Crop  .Ins.  Cor; 

for  "Spring  '.Theat  Sales  Campaign." 

NETY.r0RK  PROGRAMS  (TIKE  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  : STANDARD  TIKE.)   ■  .  .  ,  '  ,    ;,'  ;  = 

Saturday^  0ct._3p_  : 
ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  -—  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  Leroy  K.  Smith,  FMA,  Pro- 
:  gross  in  storing  wheat  and  corn  —    1:00  p.m. 
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Europeari  Export  Prospects  .  i 

Vfith  farmers 1  eyes  turned  toward  Europe  for  a  cue  as  to  how  much  of  their 
wheat  and  other  products  they'll  be  able  to  sell  abroad  in  the  next  year  or  so, 
here's  a  little  more  about  export  prospects  outlined  at  last  week's  Outlook 
Conference  by  D©  &,  FitaGerald  of  EC A. 

So  far  as  wheat  is  concerned,  FitzGerald  said  most  European  countries  are 
still  rationing  bread*    And  grain  purchases  to  eliminate 'rationing  get  near  top 
priority  for  their  scarce  dollars.     In  spite  of  the  much-publicized  improvement 
in  European  crops  this  year,  the  ECA  food  and  agriculture  director  explained 
that  wheat  production  this  year  was  still  185  million  bushels  below  prewar* ♦©•« 
with  25  million  extra  mouths  to  feed*    His  best  guess  is  that,  in  *49,  Western 
Europe  still  will  not  produce  as  much  wheat  as  before  the  war©    In  terms  of 
bushels,  he  said  Europe  got  about  475  million  bushels  of  wheat  from  our  1 47-48 
crop. c o ©<= , needs  another  475  million  from  the  * 48-49  crop. 0© ©© .and  may  need  an 
equal  amount  in  ? 49—50 © 

FitzGerald  put  feed-grains  next  to  wheat  in  priority 0    European  f amors  are 
still  producing  only  70-75^  as  much  livestock  products  as  prewar©    In  his  opinior 
U©  So  coarse '-grain  exports  this  year  and  next  will  be  much  larger  than  either 
*47-4Si  or  the  prewar  average© 

As  to  fats  and  oils,,  FitzGerald  thinks  there  is  every  reason  to  expect 
Europe  to  want  as  much  in  * 49—50  as  in  *48-*49'j    So  he  thinks  the  U©  S©  should 
maintain  a  large  acreage  of  oilseed  crops ,  especially  the  edible  types  ©    He  re- 
commended encouragement  to  maintain  at  least  the  current  soybean  acreage©  And 
if  cotton  production  should  drop  next  year,  he  thought  it  desirable  to  boost 
production  of  other  oil-bearing  commodities© 

Beans  and  peas  come  fourth  on  the  priority  list©    IhiQLe  it's  too  early  to 
predict,  FitzGerald  expects  demand  to  drop  off  somewhat,.    And  he  thinks  farmers 
might  consider  going  a  little  slow  on  production* 

With  Europe  asking  for  substantial  ECA  financing  for  cotton,  FitzGerald 
says  this  year  "is  cotton  exports  may  be  larger  than  last  year's  low©    He  pointed 
out  that  production  and  stocks  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  lower  than  a  year 
ago©    But  he  pointed  out  that  Europe  will  try  to  buy  as  much  cotton  as  possible 
from  non-dollar  countries© 

As  we  explained  in  last  week's  letter,  FitzGerald1  s  estimates  on  some 
commodity  exports  are  based  on  what  he  considers  potential  need©    Even  though 
not  enough  money  is  in  sight  to  reach  those  export  levels,  he  assumes  that 
money  will  be  found  some  way  to.  meet  the  needs  outlined© 

Corn  Prices  Spur  Farm  Storage 

* 

Field  men  of  PMAfs  Grain  Branch  report'  I owa  farmers  being,  off  ered  about 
$1  a  bushel  for  new  corn. ..©and  Maryland^  Delaware,  and  New  Jersey  farmers 
about  800  a  bushel,"  These  prices  explain  the  increasing  interest  of  farmers 
in  building  storage,  and  putting  corn  under  loan  and  purchase  agreement* 
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Cutting  Rruit,  Vegetable  Losses 

The  vd.th.orod  and  spoiled  products  in  the  garbage  cans  at  the  rear  of  many 
grocery  stores  offer  a  graphic  example  of  the  much— talk ed-ab out  loss  and  waste 
between  producer  and  consumer;  in  this  case,  in  the  marketing  of  fresh  fruits 
and  vegetables. 

Well,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  'making  good  headway  on  an  experi- 
mental pro ject .financed  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act... ..,that  offer 
promise,  of  greatly  reducing  these  losses.    And,  in  the  process,  of  giving  the 
consumer  much  better  fruits  and  vegetables  for  his  money,  and  of  broadening  the 
market  for  these  products.-    Through  this  project,  the  United  Fresh  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Association....©. under  contract  with  USDA. ... • .has  conducted  training 
classes  for  upwards  Of  6,000  retailers  on  handling  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 
The  training  covers  such  things  as;  a)  How  to  reduce  spoilage  by  such  methods  as 
keeping  the  vegetables  sprinkled  in  the  daytime,  and  through  use  of  the  produce 
barrel  at  night,  b)  trimming  green  vegetables  T/ithout  undue  waste  to  make  them 
attractive,  c)  effective  display  methods,  and  d)  sales  methods,  buying,  inspect- 
ing, record  keeping,  and. pricing.    The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  establish  a 
basis  for  encouraging  under  adoption  of  efficient  merchandising  methods. 

Benefits  of  Project 

Hundreds  of  merchants  have  stressed  the  benefits  of  the  training  course. 

One  man  writes,  ,l!lftr  help  and  I  are  using  all  the  ideas  you  taught  us,  in- 
cluding overnight  care.. . ».^( and)  this  part  has  saved  a  hundred' dollars  during 
the  past. week,. •*«  Most  every  day,  one  of  my  customers  will  say,  t How  nice  and 
fresh  your  rack  looks ».n 

Another  merchant    said,  his  store. was  located  40  miles  out  in  the  country 
"and. received  deliveries  only  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays s    He  could  not  have  fresh 
•vegetables  on  hand  every  day*    After  learning  about  the  produce  barrel,  he  has 
been  able  to  keep  his  hold-overs  fresh  and  salable  every  day* , 

Still  another  man  reports  that  by  changing  his  rack  around, .a  customer  who 
formerly  bought  only  oranges  now  buys  three  or  four  items  in  addition  to  the 

.oranges  •  .  ......  - 

Some  merchants  report  increased  sales  of  30~35^ -and  some  say  the 
training  has  enabled  them  to  cut  .  spoilage  losses  by  SOf0 •  .. 

Classes  Held  end  Scheduled  : 

Cities  vjhere  the  training  classes  are  getting  underway,  or  are  planned  for 

the  near  future,  include:  • 

Albuquerque             Gastoriia,  N.C.  San  Diego           .    Walla  Yfella 

Charlotte,  N. Co       Jamestown,  N.Y.  Syracuse,  N.Y.  ; /. 

Denver                      New;  York  City  Toledo  -  i 
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Cutting  Fruit,  Vegetable  IjO^dcg 


Since  the  experimental  training. project  was  launched  a  year  ago,  training 
classes  already  have  been  held  in  4.0  cities.    They  are: 


Amarillo 
Battle  Creek 
Boise 
Buffalo 

Burlington j  Iae 
Burlington,  Vt. 
Canton,  0, 
Concordia,  Kans 
Dallas 

Slmira,  N.Tj 


El  Paso 
Enid,  Ok la. 
Bscanaba,  Mich. 
Fort  Worth 
Flagstaff,  Ariz. 
Greensboro,,  N«C. 
'Jack's on,  Mich. 
Johnson  City,  Tenn. 
Kaiamazoo 
Knoxville 


Los  Angeles 
Lubbock,  Tex. 
Memphis 
Olean,  N.Y. 
Oklahoma  City 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 

Portland,  Oreg. 
Prescott,  Ariz. 
Roanoke,  Va0 


Rutland,  Vt. 
Salt  Lake  City 
San  Antonio 
Seattle  ' 
Stockton,  Calif, 
>"turgis,  Mich. 
Takoma 
Topeka 
Tucson 
Tulsa 


Local  Radio  and  TV  Angles 


This  project  seems  to  have' lots  of  possibilities  for-  local  radio  and  tele- 
vision shows  in  the  cities  concerned:    farm,  women's,  general  audience,  news 
recl;  and  other  shows «>■    For  your  background  in  developing  your  local  shows,,  here 
are  the  parties  most  concerned; 

;  Ti/holesalers  ■ — ■  who  are  taking  the  initiative  locally  ih  the  training  pro- 
ject e  '  Through  this  project5  they  hope  to  get  retailers  to  do  a  better  job  of 
handling  and  retailing,  and  so  increasing: the .market  for  fresh  fruits 'and  vege- 
tables. 

Retailers  —  who -can  reduce  "losses,  and  increase  sales,  through  better.., 
handling  methods©  ;-  .  • 

Consumers  —-who  get  better,  fresher  products  for  their  money. 

Farmers  - — -who  should  realize  bigger  markets,  and  a  greater  .return  due  to 
lower  marketing  costs. 

For  those  of  you  doing  TV,  the  folks  here  familiar,  with' the  project  suggest 
that  you  may  want  to  show  store  interiors,  with  good  displays. . . . .  with  products 
such  as  spinach  and  kale  separated  by  contrasting  products '-such  as  carrots.  Also 
our  photographers  remind  us  that  vegetables  always  photograph  better 'when  wet. 
It's  pretty  hard  to-  show  quality  of  individual  products  in  black  and  white,  of 
course.    But  you  could  have  a  shopper  examining  one  of  the  more  -photogenic  pro- 
ducts such  as  cauliflower  and  she,  or  the  narrator,  commenting  on  the- fresh, 
green,  crisp  (or  whatnot)  qualities « 


World  Potato  Crop  Above  Prewar  .  -. ,  

pFARfs  "Foreign  Crops  and  Markets"  (Oct.  25)reports  that.. ..for  the  first, 
time  since  the  war# .i eWorld  potato  production  is  estimated  to  exceed  prewar 
levels.    In  the  SO  countries  for  which  potato  data  are  available,  the  14-8-49 
crop  is  expected  to  total  about  8.9  billion  bushels*. ...compared  with  7.5  billion 
in  *47. ...and  8.4  billion  1 35-39. " 
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New  Publications 

"Cooperation  for  Rural  Health"    —  reviews  rural  health  activities  by- 
farmers1  co-?ops  from  * 4-5  to  *47«    It  outlines  selected  examples  of  3  systems 
of  prepayment.    And  it  offers  suggestions  for  interested  groups.    (Misc.  Report 
123  --Farm  Gsedit.) 


"¥a_ge_s  and  Wage  Rate_s  of  Farm  Workers,  United  States  and  Major  Regions, 
January  1947"  — -*  reports  average  hourly  earnings  of  hired  farm  workers  a  little 
more  than  a  third  higher  in  Jan.  *47  than  in  Mar.  (45. ••••  The  increase  was 
greatest  in  the  South,  where  it  amounted  to  more  than  50%>9  and  smallest  in  the 
West. About  half  of  the  hired  farm  workers  in  the  U.  S.  in  Jan.  l47  earned  in 
cash  $2  to  $5  a  day0  •  Nearly  a  fifth  earned  less  than  $2.    44$  of  the  farms  re- 
ported no  hired  labor. .  . ..„and  another  34$  reported  less  than  75  man-days  of 
hired  labor.     (Report  No.  21  —BAE.) 

"Farm  Costs  and  Returns^  1945~47,  Commercial  Family-Operated  Farms  in  6 
Major  Farming,  Regions"  — -  Operating  expenses  on  14  important  types  of  farms  vary 
from  8C$  to  160^  above  1 37-41.. * •« •  .and  2%  to  40$  above  t46.    Even  so,  operators 
are  more  efficient  than  prewar ,.«.«„ and  have  stretched  gross  incomes  farther,, 
The  biggest  gains  in  efficiency  have  come  on  larger  crop    farms,  where  mechaniza- 
tion and  other  technological  developments  have  enabled  farmers  to  increase  the 
size  of  their  business  and  cut  labor  and  other  costs  per  unit.    In  l47,  130  out 
of  each  dollar  of  gross  farm  income  on  winter  wheat  farms  went  into  operating 
expenses,. «...  .compared  with  nearly  500  in  l37- 41  o    But  central  New  York  dairy 
farms  required  480  out  of  each  dollar  of  gross  farm  income  to  meet  operating  ex- 
penses in  *47  compared  with  560  in  * 37-41*     (F.Me  70  —  BAE) 

*1949  Agricultural  Outlook  Charts."  —  includes  90  pages  of  charts  and  tables 
on  such  general  subjects  as  prices,  wages,  marketing  costs. o. .and  on  feed  and 
individual  commodities*    (BAE  printed  publication*) 

"Outlook  Charts_ — •  Rural  Family;  Living"  —  includes  100  pages  of  charts  and 
tables  on  income,  prices  paid,  and  expenditures  for  various  items  such  as  food, 
clothing,  housing,  health,  etc.  (Multilith  by  Bureaus  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home 
Economics,  and  Agricultural- Economics.) 

"Citrus  Fruits  —  Acreage,  Production 3  Farm  Disposition^  Value  and  Utiliza- 
tion of  Sales,  Crop  Seasons  1946-47  and  1947-48."      (10-page  BAE  mimeograph.) 

That  Purebred  Livestock  Sales  Plan  Again 

From  the  RED  party  grapevine  we  hear  that  Oregon  and  California  have  been 
visited  by  that  plan  to  sell  purebred  livestock  breeders  spot  announcements  on 
Eastern  radio  stations.. 0 ©with  payment  in  advance^  .  It's  the  same  one  that 
cropped  up  in  Colorado  last  summer. .and  reported  in  our  RFD  Letter,  July  30. 
As  you  recall^  NAB,  Better  Business  Bureaus,  and  other  agencies  have  been  in- 
vestigating.   So  RFD!s  and  others  might  still  keep  an  eye  open. 

•You  might ' check- with  your  State  Extension  livestock  specialist  for  word 
of  any  possible  operation  in  your  area.      .  '    -  .  '  .  . 
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Lubbock  County  Texas  Study 

Texas  A  &  M  and  Federal  Extension  have  just  come  out  with  "The  Lubbock 
County  Study"  which  measures  the  effectiveness  of  various  types  of  Extension  v/ork 
in  Lubbock  County,  Texas,  in  s47. 

Of  the  336  rural  families  used  in  the  survey,  94%  had  radios «.  e# 82%  re- 
ceived one  or  more  newspapers. 

Here?s  the  score  on  Extension  information  through  these  media: 

1 p 

Read  Extension  art ic less 

Regularly  . .  .  0  0  44% 
Irregularly  * » . . »  34% 
Not  at  all  .....20$ 

listen  to  Extension  radio  programs: 

Ifen  Woman 

KFIO  48%  65% 

KoEL  40%  44% 

Y/hen  questioned  about  the  main  sources  of  new  ideas  and  aid,  318  farmers 
replied  as  follows:  • ' 

Farm  journals. ...  0  64% 

Friends  and  neighbors  *  »•  49% 

County  Agent  radio  talk. • .  44-% 
County  agent  news  articles..*.  28% 

Following  are  the  times  of  day  which  various  farm  people  preferred  for  farm 
Broadcasts : 

5s30  -  6:45  a.m.  60% 

8:00  -  9:00  a»m,  30% 

12:00  -  2:00  pom0  70% 

7:00  -  9:00  p.m.  47% 

You1 11  note,  of  course,  that  in  the  table  on  source  of  new  ideas,  the  com- 
parison is  between  farm  journals  and  county  agent  radio  talks;  if  all  types  of 
radio  programs  —  specifically,  if  RFD  programs  —  had  been  included,  the  case  for 
radio  might  have  been  considerably  stronger.    Also,  you  note  that  the  time  prefer- 
ence listing  does  not  distinguish  between  men  and  women  listeners.    Since  this  anc 
other  early  studies  were  planned^  those  questions  have  been  modified. 

4-H  Achievement  ".Veek,  Nov.  1-7 

Enclosed  is  a  fact  sheet  on  National  4-H  Achievement  ",eek,  coming  up  Nov.l  to 
7. •••©.to  report  the  achievements  of  80,000  clubs ...» .with  their  1,800,000  club 
members . 

Note  in  particular  pp.  2  and  3  with  the  summary  of  what  the  club  members  have- 
done  during  the  past  year. 


AMONGOURSSLVES 

Hansen  to  Lead  E-gropean  Tour 

RFD  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW  is  leading  a  party  of  up  to  25  farmers  on  a  WOW— spon- 
sored tour  to  study  first-hand,  agricultural  conditions  in  8  European  countries. 
The  Party  will  leave  Ney/  York  by  air  on  November  16  to  visit  France,  England, 
Denmark,  Holland,  Belgium,  Luxemburg,  Switzerland,  and  Italy 0    In  England,  Den- 
mark, Holland,  Belgium  and  Switzerland,  they  will  live  with  farmers  in  their 
homes  from  1  to  3  days*    And  they1 11  study  the  Marshall  plan  in  action,  visit 
agricultural  colleges  and  experimental  stations,  and  observe  European  farm  pro- 
duction and  prices. 

Each  farmer  v;ho  goes  on  the  trip  promises  to  take  complete  notes,  and  to 
make  reports  to  mid-west  farm  groups  when  he  returns. 

Mai  promises  to  keep  us  posted  on  progress  of  the  trip. 


P»  SP  on  4-H  Exchange  Platters 

By  way  of  postscript  on  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project,  we 
received  9  recordings.  e •  -from  5  countries.  Eighteen  dubbings  were  made-,.,, 
which  were  used  on  11  single  stations,,. 0 , .  .and  4  State-wide  networks. 

Incidentally,  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  tells  us  that  the 
agricultural  attaches .....  .who  did  an  excellent  job  in  getting  the  transcriptions 

....  Jaave  asked  for  comments  on  the  response  from  stations  and  listeners.  We've 

had  comments  from  a  few  of  you.  We*d  appreciate  any  further  sidelights  available 
to  pass  on  to  them. 


Nebraska  Open  House 

From  Les  Schlup  of  Extension,  we  hear  that  Extension  Editor  Round  of 
Nebraska  is  planning  an  "open  house"  for  farm  press  and  radio  at  the  College  of 
Agriculture  in  Lincoln,  November  5—6. 

Radio  and  TV  Down  Texas  Way 

From  "Andy"  Adam  at  Texas  A  &  M  comes  word  that  110  white,  and  2L  colored, 
county,  extension'" workers  are  using  radio  in  his  State ... c .^compared  with  a  total 
of  about  50  a  year  ago.    And  he,  RFD  layne  Beaty  at  WBAP,  and  others,  are  going 
into  huddles  over  TV« 

Hyman  Joines  VPI  Staff 

Theodore  M.  Hyman  has  joined  the  staff  of  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  as 
Extension  Radio  Editor  (as  of  Sept.  1).    He  got  his  MA  in  agricultural  journal- 
ism from  the  University  of  Wisconsin  this  year.    As  graduate  assistant 'at  Wis- 
consin, he  edited  the  Wisconsin  Farm  Radio  News,  and  helped  with  YfHA  farm 
programs. 


Missouri  Radio  Letter 

Howard  Dail  of  Missouri  passes  along  a  very  newsy  two-page  "Radio  Letter", 
designed  to  keep  Extension  workers  abreast  of  latest  radio  developments  in  the 
State,  and  the  industry  in  general • 

Senor  Jose  Tonkin  Reports 

Joe  Tonkin;  just  back 'from.  Puerto  Rico,  reports  22  radio  stations  on  the  air 
h  the  island.,  14  of  which  carry  a  daily  15-minute  network  show  by  the  Extension 
Servicec    Five  Ccunty  Agents  broadcast  regularly  over  their  local  stations.  17APA, 
10,000  watter  in  San  Juan  (Harwood  Hull  is  manager)  has  its  own  daily  farm  pro- 
gram 8    MVM  at  Arecibo  will  soon  go  to  25,000  watts  and  is  already  broadcasting 
regular  farm  and  home  programs. 

Joe  also  reports  that  Extension  Radio  Editors  Nieves  Diaz  and  Miguel  Lopez 
have  radio  handbooks  for  Extension  Workers  (in  Spanisn)  as  well  as  monthly  broad- 
cast schedules  of  their  programs,  mimeographed  scripts  of  their  daily  show,  and 
a  Puerto  Rico  combination  of  the  RED  Letter  and  Farm  Flashes 9 

The  Sponsion  Service  has  just  acquired  a  new  portable  Brush  tape  recorder 
and  many  of  the  stations  throughout  the  island  are  tape  equipped.    One  station 
plans  to  put  3  mobile  transmitters  into  service  soon,, 

Extension  Editor  Joe  Gonzalez-Saldana,  with  the  he3.p  of  all  Extension  office, 
on  the  island,  is  conducting  the  first  radio  listener  survey  that  we  know  of  in 
the    Caribbean 5 

Joe  held  4  radio  schools  for  specialists  and  field  workers  at  Rio  Piedras, 
Ponce  and  Arecibo©    Ninety  "students"  attended  the  sessions 0 

Extension  Editor  Gonzalez  will  be  at  4~H  Congress  in  Chicago  along  with 
leaders  and  4HK'ers  from  the  "island  of  enchantment." 


wS3-T7  Agricultural  Features 

During  the  first  full  week  of  operation  for  TiSB-TV  in  Atlanta,  Oct.  4-10,  it 
carried  part  of  the  Atlanta  Journal's  banquet  for  4-H  Club  community  improvement 
awards,  and  ran  a  film  on  Georgia's  Better  Farms  project. 


Cordially. 


Enclosure; 

National  4-H  Achieveme: 
to  the  Nation. 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 
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From  the 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


FAO  Conference  of "57 " Nations 


RADIO  SERVICE 


October  29,  1948 


Food  and  agriculture  representatives  of  57  nations  mil  meet  here  in  Wash- 
ington, D,  C,  Nov,  15....  in  one  of  the  largest  meetings  of  its  kind,...  to  plan 
ways  to  boost  the  world's  food  supply, 

A  highlight  of  the  2-week  conference  will  be  a  study  of  the  world ' s  supply 
of  food  and  timber,  fertilizers,  tractors,  and  farm  equipment. 

;  One  commission  of  the  conference  will  study  the  production,  marketing,  and 
consumption  of  agricultural  produ cts. ... «.a  ..second  will  review  FAO's  technical  ac- 
tiv3*ties  the  past  12  months  and  its  program  of 'action  for  the  next  year, . 

About  1,000  expected  to  attend  the  conference, ■  - 

See  p,  2  for  plans  on  radio  and  TV.  coverage. 


Livestock  and  Meat  Situations 

BAE  economists  point  out  in  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  (Oct,  30)  that 
prices  of  meat  animals  recovered  somewhat  from  the  decline ....  following  the  a- 
brupt  increase  in  marketings  the  middle  of  September,     Hog  prices  dropped  ear- 
lier and  faster  this  fall  than  usual,  but,  apparently,  most  of  the  total  fall 
seasonal  decline  in  hog  prices  has  taken  place. 

Total  meat  production  in  the  October-December  quarter,  is  likely  to  be  mod- 
erately smaller  than  in  '47..,, with  meat  consumption  per  civilian  consumer  in 
the  fourth  quarter  perhaps  about  3  pounds  less  than  the  40.8  pounds  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  '47.  ... 


Foot-and-Mouth  Developme  nt  s 


Enclosed  is  a  report  on  developments  in  the  Foot-and-Mouth  campaign  in  Mex- 
ico,   Note  in  particular  the  discussion  of  vaccination  on  pp,  4  and  5, 


Farm  Prices  Drop  ,  .• 

As  of  Oct,  15,  the  BAE  index  of  prices  farmers  receive  stood  at  277%  of  the 
1909-14  base.... 4/6  below  last  month. . ..and  about'  the  same  as  midsummer  '47.  The 
parity  ratio  dropped  to  111,  the  lowest  since  Nov.  '42. 
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Special  Service  on  FAQ  Conference 

In  addition  to  the  regular  coverage  of  the  world -vide  FAO  conference  here 
Nov.  15  (see  p.  l),  we've  "been  working  on  plans  for  a  special  transcription  serv- 
ice for  individual  RFD's.    The  plan  is  to  give  you  transcriptions  on  persons  at- 
tending the  conference  whom  you  specify. 

As  part  of  the  planning,  we  discussed  with  Prexy  Chuck  Worcester  of  NARFD 
the  possibility  of  having  an  RFD  handle  special  services  to  RFD's.    Without  going 
into  details,  we  have  "been  fortunate  to  get  Agricultural  Director  Don  Lerch  of 
CBS  to  serve  as  a  consultant  in  planning  special  services.    It  looks  now  as  if 
lie  won't  he  ahle  to  give  too  much  time  to  actual  operation.    So  Information  Direc- ' 
tor  Jimmy  Easselman  of  PMA  is  lending  the  services  of  Jack  Towers  (with  South  Da-^ 
kota  Extension  "before  joining  PMA)  to  work  with  Don,    Jack  will  do  the  most  or 
all  of  the  interviewing. 

This,  "briefly,  is  the  story: 

All  of  the  recording  is  to  he  done  on  one  of  the  now  Brush  tape 
machines.    This  is  the  deal  -- 

You  send  us  a  reel  of  tape  --  well  erased,  of  course. 

Specify  whom  you  want  interviewed.     (See  list  of  delegates,  etc.  below.) 
Indicate; subject  preferred.     (We  can't  guarantee  on  this.) 
Indicate  length. 

You  pay  for  postage  of  the  tape  to  us..., and  back  to  you. 

(In  other  words,  your  only  expense  on  that  deal  is  postage.) 

If  you  have  to  have  platter,  you  will  pay  the  cost  of  dubbing  tape 
on  to  disc  which  will  probably  run  around  $5.  A  commercial-  studio  will 
bill  you  direct. 

We're  mulling  over  plans  to  try  to  give  RFD's  at  TV  stations  special  TV 
service,  but  this  is  very  nebulous  at .the  moment.    More  later. 

Representatives  at  FAQ  Conference 

As  a  basis  for  your  ordering  transcriptions  (see  story  above)  on  FAO  Confer- 
ence here  Nov.  15,  we're  giving  you  as  much  as  we  know  to  date  about  those  attend- 
ing. :-■*'■■....  *...'    ::  k%f  i; 

Although  the  members  of  the  U.S.  Delegation  have  not  yet  been  announced,  it 
appears  that  the  following  people  will  be  included.    Inasmuch  as  the  list  is  not 
yet  official,  we  give  it  to  you  strictly  for  your  confidential  information,  in 
ordering  platters.    Please  do  not  announce  it.    This  is  the  tentative  line-up: 

USDA  Personnel 

Charles  F.  Brannan,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Albert  J.  Love land,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Fred  J.  Rossiter,  Associate  Director,  OFAE 
William  A.  Minor,  Assistant  to  the  Secretary 
Foster  F.  Elliott,  Associate  Chief,  BAE 
Ralph  S.  Trigg,  Administrator,  PMA 


-  3  - 


Representatives  at  FAQ  Conference  (Cont'd) 

Philip  V.  Cardon,  Administrator,  ABA 
Hazel  K.  Stiebeling,  Chief,  BOTE,  ARA 
Milburn  L.  Wilson,  Director  of  Extension  Work 
Lyle  F.  Watts,  Chief,  Forest  Service 
Oris  V.  Wells,  Chief,  BAE 

William  A.  Jump,  Director  of  Finance,  Budget  and  Finance 

James  0.  Howard,  Head,  Division  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Information 

Outside  the  Department 

Allen  Kline,  President,  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  Munsey  Bldg. 
Albert  Goes,  President,  The  National  Grange,  7^4  Jackson  PI.,  H.  W. 
John  Davis,  President,  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives, 

Jkk  Jackson  PI. ,  N.  W. 
James  Patten,  President,  National  Farmers'  Union,  300  B  Street,  S.  E. 
Thomas  Gill,  Secretary,  Charles  Lathrop  Pack  Forestry  Foundation, 

1214  -  16th  St.,  N.  W. 
Charles  R.  Carry,  Director,  Fishery  Products  Division,  National  Canners 

Assoc.,  1739  H  Street,  N.  W. 
Charles  E.  Jackson,  General  Manager,  National  Fisheries  Institute, 

724  -  9th  Street,  N.  W. 
Senator  George  D.  Aiken 

Senator  Elmer  Thomas,  Member  of  Senate  Agricultural  Committee 
Congressman  Clifford  R.  Hope 

Congressman  Harold  D.  Cooley,  Member  of  House  Agricultural  Committee 
Congressman  Thor  C.  Tollefson,  Member  of  House  Committee  on 

Merchant  Marine  &  Fisheries 
A.  W.  Andersen,  Chief,  Division  of  Commercial  Fisheries, 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Department  of  Interior 
Wilbert  M,  Chapman,  Special  Assistant  to  Under  Secretary, 

(for  fisheries),  Department  of  State 
Edward  G.  Cale,  Associate  Chief,  International  Resources  Division, 

Department  of  State 
Mrs.  Ursula  H.  Duff us,  Division  of  International  Organization  Affairs, 

Department  of  State 
George  M.  Ingram,  Acting  Chief,  International  Administration  Staff, 

Department  of  State 
Wesley  R.  Nelson,  Assistant  Commissioner,  Bureau  of  Reclamation, 

Department  of  Interior 
Carl  N.  Gibboney,  Commodity  Arrangements  Policy  Adviser,  Office  of 

International  Trade,  Department  of  State 

In  addition  to  the  official  delegation,  150  organizations  have  "been  invited 
to  send  observers.    When  we  learn  those  accepting,  we'll  let  you  know.     It's  also 
possible  that  other  people  coming  in  to  Washington  (for  example,  some  of  the  Land 
Grant  College  people  meeting  here  the  previous  week)'  might  take  in  some  of  the 
open  sessions.    If  you,  through  your  own  devices,  learn  of  anyone  from  your  lo- 
cality who  will  be  in  here.... and  would  like  a  recording  with  him  or  her  (sub- 
ject to  details  in  foregoing  story) ... .let  us  know.  ■  - 


Stock-Taking  on  Newcastle  Disease 


This  week  in  New  York  City,  and  two  weeks  ago  in  Chicago,  State  and 
Federal  scientists  got  together  to  take  stock  of  Newcastle  disease  of  poultry 
....and  to  plan  ahead  on  their  research. 

In  the  5  years  since  the  disease  cropped  up  in  California,  it  has  spread 
to  k6  of  the  k-8  States.    This  disease  (one  of  the  most  contagious  of  all  live- 
stock diseases)  now  takes  a  toll  of  about  $10  million  a  year.     In  fact,  at  the 
Chicago  meeting,  a  veterinarian  from  Minnesota  said  that  in  the  past  2  years, 
Newcastle  disease  has  "become  the  No6  1  poultry  disease  in  the  State,  stealing 
the  "honor"  formerly  held  "by  pullorum. 

Figuring  prominently  in  the  discussions  at  these  meetings  was  the  question 
of  vaccination.    Two  strains  of  virus  vaccine  are  now  "being  used  experimentally 
in  States  where  the  livestock  and  sanitary  authorities  permit  the  use  of  such 
vaccines.    Eecehtly,  a  farm  magazine  described  these  vaccines  are  pretty  much 
the  answer  to  Newcastle  disease.     Opinions  among  the  veterinarians  vary  con- 
siderably.    Our  USDA  and  some  other  scientists  think  the  present  live  virus 
vaccines  are  a  "big  help,  "but  arc  not  necessarily  the  last  word.    Live  virus 
vaccines  of  proper  strength  are  used  for  certain  other  diseases,  of  course; 
for  example,  "brucellosis  and  swine  erysipelas.    And,  these  Newcastle  vaccines 
probably  give  immunity  for  the  life  of  the  birds  as  against  probably  not  more 
than  2  months  for  the  killed  vaccines.    But  some-  of  the  Federal  and  State 
scientists  still  hope  to  develop  a'  killed -virus  vaccine,  such  as  the  one  for 
encephalomyelitis  that  will  be  effective,  and,  at  the  same  time,  safer.  They 
also  would  like  to  come  up  with  a  combination  vaccine  that  would  catch  fowl 
pox  and  laryngotracheitis  (for  which  live  virus  vaccines  are  now  being  used) 
as  well  as  Newcastle  disease. 

Another  angle  the  scientists  are  probing  (but  not  saying  much  about)  is 
the  possible  relationship  between  Newcastle  disease  and  the  encephalitic  dis- 
ease in  humans.    They  won't  say  more  than  that  at  present.    But  you  might  keep 
your  ears  cocked  for  any  further  information  along  this  line. 


Managing  Farm  Finances 

When  a  farmer  buys  land,  puts  up  a  new  building,  and  gets  durable  types 
of  machinery,  he  figures  they  will  pay  for  themselves.    -And,  in  that  figuring, 
he  often  has  to  estimate  future  incomes  and  costs.    A  new  publication  from  BAE 
offers  some  background  to  the  farmer  in  his  figuring. 

The  publication  also  discusses  farm  and  non-farm  investments  available  to 
farmers,  use  of  credit  in  farming,  need  for  financial  reserves,  and  kinds  and 
types  of  insurance  for  the  farm  and  farmer^    The  bulletin  is,  "Managing  Farm 
Finances,"  MP.  652.  j 

Long -Range  Agriculture  Hearings 


The  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  is  reviving  its  hearings  on  long-range 
plans  for  agriculture  in  California,  Washington,  and  Oregon,  Nov0  9, 


Mechanized  Cotton  Production 

Federal  Extension  Director  Wilson  is  "back  from  the  South. . . ,  impressed  "by 
the  advance  of  mechanization  in  cotton  production. 

On  one  3,000-acre  plantation  near  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  Director  Wilson  re- 
ported 30  tractors  in  operation.     In  one  field,  he  saw  15  mechanical  pickers..., 
with  each  machine  picking  about  a  hale  an  hour.... and  each  doing  the  work  of 
ahout  60  pickers.    The  "big  problem  in  mechanical  picking  is  with  weeds.  Johnson 
grass  and  other  weeds  have  to  "be  cleared  out  "before  the  pickers  move  in.  The 
cotton  also  is  defoliated.    Of  course,  as  Mr.  Wilson  points  out,  this  all  means 
a  heavy  overhead  for  the  grower. 

At  the  experiment  station  near  Stoneville,  the  Director  saw  one  field 
that  required  21-f  man  hours  "by  essentially  machine  methods. ..  .while  a  similar 
nearby  field  with  ahout  the  same  yield  of  cotton  required  135  man  hours  with 
human  labor  and  mule. 


Foreign  Markets  in  Review 

With  the  export  market  for  certain  farm  products  already  sharply  curtailed, 
commodity  specialists  have  been  taking  a  first-hand  look  at  the  production  and 
market  for  certain  products  in  foreign  countries.    To  date,  Ik  specialists  have 
gone  abroad  under  Research  and  Marketing  Act  funds.    The  commodities  studied 
include  cotton,  fruit,  potatoes,  tobacco,  edible  tree  nuts,  citrus,  field  and 
vegetable  seed,  fish,  rice,  fats  and  oils. 

So  far,  27  preliminary  circulars  covering  about  10  commodities  have  been 
published,  and  5  more  or  less  final  reports.     Others  are  in  the  mill. 


Farm  Real  Estate  Trends 

Latest  in  the  series  of  BAE  reports  on  regional  trends  in  farm  real 
estate  covers  a  study  of  17  counties  in  5  Appalachian  counties. .in  North 
•  Carolina,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  West  Virginia.    The  study  covers 
the  calendar  year  '47. 

Volume  of  sales  dropped  sharply  in  T47....to  28$  below  the  '46  peak.  Sales 
prices  increased  in  10  counties. .. .and  averaged  lower  in  6  counties.    The  aver- 
age increase  for  all  counties  was  8$,  compared  with  a  gain  of  15$  for  the  year 
'46  over  the  previous  year. 

Credit  sales  increased  from  4l$  of  all  sales  in  '46  to  46$  in  '47.  Mort- 
gage debt  on  now  f am  purchases  dropped  f rem  64$  of  the  purchase  price  in  '46 
to  61$  in  '47.    About  40$  of  all  credit  purchases  carried  a  mortgage  debt  of 
75$  or  more. 

4-H  Achievement  Week,  Nov.  1-7  . 


Remember  about  National  4-H  Club  Achievement  Week  coming  up  next  week,  Nov. 

1-7- 
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New  Publications   ~:-  - 

"Mechanical  Drying  of  Corn  on  the  Farm"  --  During  the  k  years  lkk  to  'hf ,  Corn 
Belt  farmers  faced  a  problem  in  drying  corn.    USDA  engineers  say  that  in  4  or  5 
years  out  of  ev§ry  10,  a  lot  of  corn  in  some  parts  of  the  Belt  is  badly  damaged 
because  it  is  not  dry  enough  to -prevent  moldings.    Mechanical  pickers  accentuate 
the  drying  problem.    From  a  study  financed  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act, 
USDA  engineers  have  come  out  with  this  publication  on  drying. ear  and  shelled 
corn  with  heated  and  unheated  air.     (information  Series  No.  89.) 

"New  Varieties  of  Oats  from  Bond  Crosses  Resistant  to  Victoria  Blight"  -- 
Epidemics  of  Victorian  blight  (first  observed  in  f44)  hit  oats  in  various  parts 
of  country  in  '46  and  '47. .. .attacking  relatively  new  and  widely  grown  rust- 
and  smut -resistant  varieties  such  as  Boone,  Cedar,  Tama,  and  Vicland0  Improved 
varieties  from  Bond  crosses ... .more  resistant  to  crown  and  stem  rusts,  better 
agronomic  characters,  and  resistant  to  Victoria  blight ... .were  already  in  the 
making  in  '44.    Several  of  these  new  strains,  including  the  already  well-known 
Clinton,  have  been  increased,  named,  and  distributed  to  replace  varieties  sus- 
ceptible to  Victoria  Blight.     (Circular  No,  795 <,) 

"Preparation  and  Use  of  Leaf  Meals  from  Vegetable  Wastes"  --  USDA's  Eastern 
Regional  Research  Laboratory  has  been  searching  for  industrial  uses  for  the  4- 
million  tons  of  leaves,  vines,  culls,  and  other  fresh  waste  each  year  in  handling 
and  processing  of  vegetables.    A  survey  revealed  the  following  estimated  leafy 
waste  in  production  of  certain  vegetables  (in  l44) :    Peas,  1,981  tons;  cabbage, 
1,537  tons;  cauliflower,  354  tons;  lima- beans,  292  tons;  etc.  -  This  bulletin 
gives  nutritive  properties  of  various  vegetable  wastes. .and  goes  into  engineer- 
ing factors  in  drying  them  on  a  large  scale.    Chickens  found  most  of  the  leaf 
meals  much  more  palatable' -than  alfalfa  meal.    None  of  the  meals  show  toxicity, 
not  even  spinach,  -  rhubarb,  and  beet,  all  of  which  contain  considerable"  oxalic 
acid.     100  pages.     (Technical  Bulletin  No.  958.) 

"The  Quality  of  Water  for  Irrigation  Use"  --  Important  changes  have-  occurred -in 
quality  of  certain  irrigation  waters  because  of  upstream  diversions  and  drainage 
returns ....  and  have  made  the  water  less  desirable  for  agricultural  use.  Also, 
where  wells  are  used,  changes  often  take  place  when  water  is  taken  out  of  the 
wells  faster  than  it  is  replaced.    This  bulletin  goes  into  methods  of  analyzing 
water.... and  gives  tables  showing  the  effect  of  repeated  diversions  along  a  river 
channel,  and  of  variations  in  rate  of  flow.   (Technical  Bulletin  No.  962. ) 

nGrass_  Roots  Conservation"  --  gives  the  danger  signals  of  poor  grassland. .. ethe 
earmarks  of  good  pasture ....  and  a 'summary  of  steps  to  improve  grassland  .  Pocket- 
size  folder.     (ACT  Leaflet  PA  55.) 


Foreign  Visitors  -  . 

Mr.  Joab  R.  Borges,  Jr.,  rancher  from  Sab  Paulo,  Brazil       Columbus ,  6., 
Nat'l  Grange,  Nov.  1-5;  Pes  Moines,  Farm  Bureau  Fed. ,  Nov.  8-12;  Ames,  and 
county  agent's  office,  Nov.  15-24;  Chicago,  4-H  Club  Congress,  Nov.  27-Dec.  k; 
Oblong,  111.,  Nat'l  Grange,  Dec.  13-17;  Sacramento,  Nat'l  "Grange,"  Dec/  27 -Jan*  Xh 
San  Antonio  and  Kingsville,  Jan.  19-Feb,  4. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Mitchell  Makes  25-Year  Club 

On  Nov.  3,  Everett  Mitchell,  m,c.  of  NBC's  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
qualifies  for  the  25-Year  Club.    Everett  started  farm  programming  in  '26.... 
joined  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  in  '30.    And  he  has  a  6-day-a-week  Town 
and  Farm  program  over  V/MAQ  in  Chicago. 

KDKA  to  Hold  Radio  Conference 

RFD  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA  in  Pittsburgh  is  holding  the  station's  Seventh 
Annual  Farm  Radio  Conference  Oct.  3°.    The  tentative  line-up  includes  coffee 

in  the  KDKA  lobby  at  5:30  a.m  sitting  in  on  KDKA  Farm  Hour ...  .breakfast ... , 

and  talks  and  discussions  by  Dr.  L.  L.  Rummel,  Dean  of  Agriculture  at  Ohio 
State  University,  and  C.  E.  Nobles,  inventor  and  director  of  the  Westinghouse 
Stratovision  project. 

More  About  Nebraska  "Open  House" 

Extension  Editor  George  Round  of  Nebraska  says  the;  second  annual  "open 
house"  for  farm  press  and  radio  at  Lincoln. .. .Nov.  5  and  6. .. .includes  a  tour 
of  laboratories,  experimental  plots,  a  dinner  and  other  items  of  interest  on 
Friday  the  5th.     On  Saturday,  the  group  will  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  with 
University  officials  and  be  guests  at  the  Kansas  State -Nebraska  football  game. 

TV  for  the  Poor  Man 

Last  Friday's  (Oct.  22)  Wall  Street  Journal  carries  a  p.  1  story  on  the 
flocking  of  advertisers  into  TV.    Back  of  this,  says  the  Journal,  is  the  recog- 
nition that  TV.... rather  than  being  a  luxury  item  for  the  rich.... is  a  truly 
mass  medium.    Surveys  in  Nov  York  and  Philadelphia  reveal  around  8c/o  of  the  TV 
receivers  owned  by  families  in  the  "comfortable,"  "getting  by,"  or  "poor"  groups. 
The  writer  says  that  along  the  railroad  from  New  York  to  Washington,  house  after 
house  in  the  unfashionable  neighborhoods  is  sprouting  a  TV  antenna  from  its  roof. 
"Even  some  ramshackle  abodes  obviously  not  long  for  this  world  now  proudly  dis- 
play the  video  trademark. " 

The  article  quotes  one  food  executive  as  saying  that  TV  is  of  more  value 
to  the  unsophisticated  than  the  rich.     "For  the  first  time,  the  average  guy, 
with  a  limited  entertainment  budget,  can  bring  the  glamour  of  the  theatre  and 
night  clubs  right  into  his  own  living  room  for  the  whole  family  to  see."  Nearly 
500  manufacturers  are  reported  to  be  using  TV. .. .against  89  about  a  year  ago. 

Tips  on  l6mm  for  TV 

"Business  Screen  Magazine"  (Nov.  6,  1948),  reports  a  talk  on  the  use  of 
l6mm  film  for  TV  by  John  A.  Maurer,  Engineering  Vice  President  of  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Engineers.    Maurer  explained  why  some  think  that  l6mm  is  an  ama- 
teur medium.    He  said  that,  to  the  amateur,  high  contrast  is  the  most  desirable 
quality  in  print  result.    For  TV,  however,  he  stressed  the  importance  of  keep- 
ing within  a  narrower  grey  scale,  resulting  in  a  more  suitable  film  for  tele- 
casting while  keeping  necessary  detail  and  definition.    Maurer  added  that  TV 
is  very  critical  of  changes  in  density,  and  that  producers  must  maintain  a  con- 
sistent density  in  changing  scenes. 
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AMONG      0UESELVJS  (CONT'D) 


Dairy  Exposition  Plans  Meeting 


RFD's  have  "been  invited  to  attend  a  luncheon  meeting  in  Indianapolis 
Friday,  Nov.  5,  to  hear  plans  for  the  first  annual  International  Dairy  Exposi- 
tion scheduled  for  Indianapolis  Oct.  8-15,   '49. . . .and  aims  for  a  permanent  home 
for  the  Exposition. 


MOES  ABOUT  RADIO  AT  4-H  CONGRESS 

In  answer  to  several  inquiries  about  recording  facilities  at  k-R  Congress, 
Joe  Tonkin  and  the  Radio  Committee  tell  us  that  two,  or  more,  tape  recorders 
will  he  available  for  RFD's  use  in  the  recording  rooms  in  the  Stevens  Hotel. 
There  will  he  no  charge  for  the  use  of  these  machines,  "but  it  will  he  necessary 
to  reserve  time  with  Joe.    Because  of  the  many  different  types,  it  will  not  he 
possible  to  furnish  wire  recorders.    To  date,  we  have  two  requests  for  platter 
recordings  at  studios  in  the  city. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee  is  supplying  tape  recorders,  it 
should  be  pointed  out  that  such  recorders  will  be  at  the  hotel  only  and  RFD's 
who  want  to  cover  the  International  Livestock  show  and  other  agricultural  meet- 
ings that  will  be  taking  place  at  the  same  time  will  want  to  bring  their  own 
recorders. 

Remember  that  all  power  in  the  Stevens  is  DIRECT  CURRENT.    Converters  for 
use  in  your  room  are  rented  by  the  hotel  at  five  bucks  per  day0    The  National 
Committee  will  supply  the  converters  for  three  rooms  they  have  reserved  for  re- 
cording.   These  will  be  the  same  rooms  that  we  used  last  year* 

The  Radio  Committee  will  operate,  or  find  volunteer  "operators"  for  you 
if  you  let  them  know  ahead  of  time. 

Briefly,  it  adds  up  this  way:    Bring  your  own  recorder  if  you  want  coverage 
outside  of  k-R  Headquarters.    If  you  plan  to  use  the  tape  recorders  in  the  k-E 
recording  rooms  be  sure  to  bring  your  own  reels  of  tape  and  write  Joe  to  reserve 
time  for  use  of  a  machine.     If  you  want  platter  service  and  a  union  engineer  at 
one  of  the  studios  in  town,  let  us  know  your  wants  on  that,  too.    Even  if  you 
make  a  deal  direct  for  platters,  we'd  like  to  know  just  for  the  record. 

Last,  but  not  least,  be  sure  to  advise  your  State  k-B.  Club  leader  that  you 
want  to  record  with  his  delegation.    Make  your  contact  and  date  with  him  and 
you'll  save  yourself  a  lot  of  time. 


Cordially, 
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Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 


for  Radio  and  Video 
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